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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat t he above-entitled and
nunbered matter cane on regularly to be heard before the
Arizona Power Pl ant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Commttee, comencing at 3:04 p.m on August 29, 2023,

with all participants appearing via videoconference.

BEFORE: ADAM STAFFCORD, Chai r man

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

ALBERT H. ACKEN

Acken Law

111 East Dunl ap Avenue
Suite 1-172

Phoeni x, Arizona 85020

ALSO PRESENT:

Dean Hazl e, SWCA Envi ronnental Consul tants
Ni ck Brasier, SWCA Envi ronnental Consultants

Kel sey Silver, Stellar Power

Tod Brewer, Assistant to Chairnan Stafford
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CHWN. STAFFORD: All right. Let's go on the
record.

Now is the tinme set for the prehearing
conference on the application of 1886 Sol ar Energy
Station, LLC, their application for a Certificate of
Envi ronnment Conpati bility, Docket Nunber
L- 21260A- 23- 0218- 00224, or henceforth known as Line Siting
Case Nunber 224.

"Il take appearances, please.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you, M. Chairman. Bert
Acken of Acken Law on behal f of the applicant, 1886 Sol ar
Energy Station, LLC. Wth ne this afternoon you have
Kel sey Silver of the parent conpany Stellar. She's the
proj ect manager for the project. You al so have Dean Hazl e
and Nick Brasier of SWA, who have been working on the
envi ronnental resource testinony and are two of our
W t nesses next week.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Al right. And there is --
In this case there has been no request to intervene.

MR. ACKEN. That's correct. This project is
going to interconnect at the sanme | ocation as the one you
just heard. Because the other one's going first it's
seeki ng the approval for the APS switchyard. Therefore we
don't need to address it in this project.

CHW STAFFORD: Al right. And you agree
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that the January 20th, 2024, deadline is the tine that the
Commttee has to act in conpliance with the statutes?

MR ACKEN: Yes.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay. Now, you have
conplied with the notice to affected jurisdictions of
Coconi no County and State Land Departnent?

MR, ACKEN. W have.

CHWN. STAFFORD: And you had the -- the
proof of the certified mails attached to your summary of
the outreach efforts; correct?

MR ACKEN. W do. W do.

CHWN STAFFORD: And the applicant's conplied
wth the posting and publishing requirenments in the
procedural order?

MR. ACKEN: Yes, we have. So we sent the
notices out on -- W put signs at two locations. And then
on -- As far as newspaper advertisenent, it was in the
Daily Sun on July 29 and August 1.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay. Now, M. Acken, |I'm
assum ng you revi ewed the agenda. Do you have any
obj ecti ons or additions?

MR. ACKEN. | do not.

CHWN. STAFFORD: All right. And this
hearing is set to start at 10:00 o'clock on Thursday next
week; correct?
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MR, ACKEN: Yes, that's correct.

CHWN. STAFFORD: All right. And it will be
in Flagstaff at the -- Wat was the facility nane? It's
next to the Drury I nn?

MR. ACKEN: Yeah, it's the 1899 Conference
Center where you are going to hear the 1886 Sol ar Energy
Station. So there wll be a quiz at the end to make sure
we can all keep these nunbers straight. But, yes, so it's
a-- it's an auxiliary conference room associated with the
Hi gh Country Conference Center where we have hel d ot her
hearings. And, again, it's adjacent to the Drury Inn as
wel | .

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. And then so we
have it set for Thursday and Friday. That's the -- That
shoul d be sufficient tinme for the hearing, do you think
M. Acken?

MR ACKEN. | do. W're going to have one
panel with five witnesses: three wtnesses on behal f of
the applicant, along wwth M. Hazle and M. Brasier. You
know, this is just a very straightforward case as it -- as
it regards to siting. And, you know, the testinony is
going to show that this is a renote rural area. It's a
five-mle transm ssion line paralleling another existing
transmssion line with the full support of the underlying
| andowner. So we think the environnental resource
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anal yses, that these should be very straightforward, as

wel | as the public outreach, which has been conprehensive.

The only -- You know, the only issue that we
have is -- as the sane as in ny |last case, which is we
have -- we have had to obtain and pay for a third-party
power flow and -- and in this case a power flow and short
circuit analysis. And so we wll have that. M. Silver
w il be prepared to provide testinony it -- testinony on
it. | would like the opportunity to preserve objections
to its relevance and, again, would like -- welcone the

opportunity to file a brief beforehand on that point.
Again, wanted to highlight that this is a very different
fact pattern from Case 222 because there is a power flow
anal ysis conducted by a well -regarded el ectrical engi neer
here in Arizona that actually can provide confort to the
Commi ttee about the safety and reliability of this

i nt er connecti on.

So you wll have a conplete and robust
record for the Commttee to nake a deci sion.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay. Al right. So did
you want to file a separate brief in -- in this case or
just the sane one for both this and 225?

MR ACKEN. It will probably be the sane
one. |I'mnot going to try and consolidate it, | don't
t hi nk, because that gets nessy. But I'll -- "Il probably
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file it in one and do a ne too in the other, is kind of
what |'mthinking, given tine constraints. Sonething
al ong that |ine.

CHWN. STAFFORD: GCkay. So you intend to

file a brief in this docket as well ?

MR ACKEN. | do. Again, just to preserve
it. | don't want to confuse the issue by suggesting that
this case is simlar to 222. It has different facts in

very critical ways. But | do feel it's inportant to
preserve the | egal position (indecipherable).

THE COURT REPORTER: |I'msorry, you do feel
it's inportant to preserve the what?

MR. ACKEN:. The | egal argunents regarding
the rel evance of the material.

And ny apologies for trailing off on you.

CHWN. STAFFORD: So it |ooks |ike you'l
have your briefs in before Septenber 8th, like the parties
will for the 222 matter.

MR. ACKEN. Yes. And, again, it's because
you're going -- this commttee is going to have a full
record. Wether you agree with ne on the |egal argunent
or not, you're going to have a full, conplete record to
reach a decision. And so that's -- that's what ny sincere
hope is that we get to, is a decision on the nerits at the
end of next week on this one.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, L.L.C
602. 266. 6535 www. gl enni e-reporting. com

8



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 224 PREHEARING CONFERENCE 08/29/2023

All 1"'mdoing is preserving argunents just
in case things -- | nmean, as you well know, things happen.
We just want to be on record on it. But it should not
affect this case because of our very different facts.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay. Al right. So then
all the preparati on and arrangenents are nade for the
hearing for the logistics for the W-Fi and the AV tean?

MR. ACKEN:. Yep. That's correct. You'l
have the -- you will have the Peaks teamthat certainly
are experienced. They know this facility very well. They
got their start working at this facility, so they know it
wel | and they know how to, as you know, run a hearing.

CHWN. STAFFORD: kay. And so then we have
public coment schedul ed for 5:30 on Thursday. You'l
have the sign-in fornms for that?

MR ACKEN. W will.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay. Attire for the
hearing will be business casual.

Now, you filed your w tness sunmmari es
al ready?

MR. ACKEN: Filed the witness summaries and
t he proposed CEC. Sent to Tod and Jill those. And we
sent the proposed CEC in Wrd version as well. It's based
of f of Case 221, which is the |ast one that went before
the Comm ssion. | haven't actually seen the final order
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fromthe Comm ssion, but | believe it went before the
Comm ssion earlier this nonth.
You will see, we are not proposing materi al

anendnments to CEC conditions. Again, this is a

straightforward case. There is really -- In our view,
there's nothing that warrants anything -- you know,
sonmething different fromthe -- from standard approach to

CEC mtigation conditions.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay. Now, for the
exhibits, | don't have a note. | think you typically say
what the note -- the nunbering convention would be. Do
you recall what you said it would be for this?

MR. ACKEN:. | think the procedural order
said SES, you know, the Sol ar Energy center [sic]. |
think we're using SES, unless you prefer sonething el se.

CHWN. STAFFORD: That's fi ne.

And then the exhibits, you will have -- they
will all be on the tablets for the Commttee nenbers and
then a hard copy for nme and a hard copy for the court
reporter?

MR ACKEN. That's correct. And a couple
extra hard copies in the roomfor people that want to | ook
at the hard copi es.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Gkay. And you've nmde the
financial arrangenents wth the Conm ssion?
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MR, ACKEN: | have.

CHWN. STAFFORD: All right. And the staff
letter, is that -- are we expecting themto file prior to
t he hearing?

MR ACKEN:. | am hopeful.

Ch, I"'msorry.

CHWN. STAFFORD: That's what they indicated
in the 225 case, so I'mjust clearing that that's the same
for this case as well.

MR. ACKEN: Yes. The difference in 2 --
is -- is, we anticipate receiving the report from
K.R Saline Thursday, and | will give it to ACC staff the
same day. So their turnaround tine is tight. They are
already in possession of the -- of the study in the other
matter, so, you know, they -- they had told ne that they
anticipated getting ne that letter earlier this week.

This one is going to be a little tighter, but they -- but
I have been in close communications wwth them They
certainly understand ny sense of urgency and desire to
have a letter fromthemfor the Commttee by the tine of
the hearing. And | will do everything that | can to
encourage themto do that.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Ckay. So they will -- they
wll get the systeminpact study on Thursday of this week?
I's that what you are sayi ng?
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MR. ACKEN:. Correct. And renenber again
this is a third-party system i npact study --

CHWN STAFFORD: Right.

MR. ACKEN:. -- because we're waiting --
we're waiting on APS.

CHWN. STAFFORD: All right. | guess we'll
ask about what cluster you all are in at the hearing.

MR. ACKEN:. They are all clusters,

M. Chair man.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Yes, it's definitely a
cluster. Al right.

MR ACKEN:. But we will certainly be
prepared to address that question, that we have the
| atest -- Updates on that, which will cone as no surprise
to you, our date is slipping on that as well.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Uh-huh. Al right. So
t hen you have gotten the proposed CEC.

(bj ecti ons.

Now, the status of any other permts for the
project, this is a Coconino County, so is it the sane as
225 with both are pendi ng?

MR ACKEN. It's -- It is not pending on the
County entitlenent process. This project is fully
entitled at the County level. So it has all the
aut hori zations it needs.
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It is also going through final State Land
ri ght-of-way, because there's a couple portions of the
transm ssion line that cross the State land, with an
anticipated date of | think end of the year, 1st of
January. Certainly Ms. Silver will provide testinony to
t hat next week.

And then -- But it is in the sane situation
as 225 as it relates to the status of the NEPA process.
And, again, you know, we will present testinony and be
prepared to answer questions as the Commttee has them
M. Brasier in particular has a lot of firsthand
experience with these processes and so he wll be
avai |l abl e should the Commttee have questi ons about it.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay. So the -- the County
has i ssued a special use permt then; correct?

MR. ACKEN:. The conditional use permt.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Conditional use.

MR, ACKEN: And that was '22, | believe.
Assigned to Stellar when they acquired this project in
August of '22. And, again, Ms. Silver will provide
details at the hearing.

| see her nodding, so I'min the genera
bal | par k.

CHWN. STAFFORD: kay. And you said for the
State Land Departnent, they are also -- they are -- that

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, L.L.C
602. 266. 6535 www. gl enni e-reporting. com



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 224 PREHEARING CONFERENCE 08/29/2023 14

hasn't been applied for yet? Wat was the status on the
State Land Departnent ?

MR ACKEN. No, it has been applied for.
And Ms. Silver will testify to that. |It's been applied
for. Initial neetings have been held. And the initial --
and the feedback from State Land is to expect it in six
nmonths fromthe tine it was applied for, which was July --
1st of July. That's why | said, you know, 1st of
January is the current estimated tinme frame for receipt of
the State Land right-of -way.

CHWN. STAFFORD: January, you said?

MR ACKEN. Correct.

CHWN. STAFFORD:  Ckay.

MR. ACKEN:. The only outstanding itens wl |
be the systeminpact study and how that affects the
recl amati on NEPA process.

CHWN. STAFFORD: GCkay. So NEPA is waiting
on a system i npact study from APS?

MR ACKEN. Correct.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay. Al right. well, |
think that's everything | have.

Tod, did | m ss anything?

MR BREVER No, M. Chairman. Thank you.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Okay. Al right. Anything
further fromthe applicant?
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MR. ACKEN:. No. Thank you. | appreciate
the opportunity to file our thoughts on the jurisdictional
question. Again -- | sound like a broken record -- we
have different facts. W're going to give you an
evidentiary record, and the Committee, to nmake a deci sion.
I just want to preserve that. So | hope that that doesn't
get sidetracked on why we're naking that argument. |It's
just a preservation.

And with that, you know, |'d ask the teamif
|'ve m ssed anything or m sstated, please speak up now.

Seeing heads nod no, so | think -- | think
we're all set. Thank you so nuch, M. Chairnan.

CHWN. STAFFORD: Al right. Thank you very
nmuch. Appreciate you all coming to the prehearing
conference, and we will see you next week.

We' re adj our ned.

M5. SILVER  Thank you.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you.

CHWN. STAFFORD: All right. Thanks.

(Wher eupon, at 3:19 p.m the proceedings
ended.)
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STATE OF ARI ZONA )
) ss.
COUNTY OF YAVAPAI )
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full, true, and accurate record of the proceedings, al
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groceedings were transcri bed and reduced to print under ny

i rection.
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2023.
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