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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitl ed
and nunbered natter cane on regularly to be heard before
the Arizona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Commttee at Hi gh Country Conference Center, 1899
Bal | room 307 West DuPont Avenue, Flagstaff, Arizona,

commencing at 10: 00 a.m on Septenber 7, 2023.

BEFORE: ADAM STAFFORD, Chai r man

GABRI ELA S. MERCER, Arizona Corporation Conm ssion
LEONARD DRAGO, Departnent of Environnmental Quality
DAVI D FRENCH, Arizona Departnent of Water Resources
R DAVI D KRYDER, Agriculture Interests
SCOIT SOVERS, I|ncorporated Cties and Towns

(Via Vi deoconference)
MARGARET "TOBY" LITTLE, PE, General Public
COL. JON H GOLD, Ceneral Public

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

ALBERT H. ACKEN

Acken Law

111 East Dunl ap Avenue, Suite 1-172
Phoeni x, Ari zona 85020
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CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go on the record.

Now is the time set for the hearing on the application of

1886 Sol ar Energy Station, LLC, for Certificate of
Envi ronnmental Conpatibility, Docket Nunber

L- 21260A- 23- 0218- 00224. Henceforth, known as Line Siting

Case 224. Let's start by taking roll.

Menmber Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Toby Little representing
t he publi c.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Menber Drago?

MEMBER DRAGO  Yeah, Len Drago; | represent

the Arizona Departnent of Environnental Quality.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Kryder?

MEMBER KRYDER: Ri chard David Kryder
representing Arizona Agricul ture.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Mercer?

MEMBER MERCER  Gabriela Mercer, designee
of the Arizona Corporation Comm ssion Chairnan.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Menber Col d?

MEMBER GOLD: Jon CGold, representing the
peopl e of the state of Arizona.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Soners?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Do we have any nenbers on
Zoonf
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AUDI OVI SUAL TECHNI CI AN  Currently there's
nobody on Zoom

MEMBER DRAGO. You need Menber French

CHWN STAFFORD: Onh, | didn't say Menber
French? | wote your nane down, | just didn't say it out
| oud apparently.

MEMBER FRENCH: David French directors
desi gnee for the Arizona Departnent of Water Resources.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

Let's start by taking appearances,

M. Acken.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you, Chairnman. Good
nor ni ng, Menbers of the Commttee, Bert Acken, on behal f
of 1886 Solar Energy Station, LLC, the applicant in this
matter, and it's good to see you again.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. Now, there have
been no requests for intervention in this case?

MR. ACKEN: That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: M. Acken, would you like
to make an openi ng statenent before you call your first
W t ness panel ?

MR ACKEN:. | would. Thank you. Just it
will be a brief opening and it may sound famliar to you.

So, again, thank you, Commttee, we greatly
appreci ate the opportunity to present the 1886 Sol ar
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Energy Station Interconnection Project. 1886 Sol ar
Energy Station, LLC, is a subsidiary of Stellar Renewabl e
Power, and is requesting approval for the project. And
let's tal k about that project, the 1886 Sol ar Energy

Station Interconnection Project.

Some of these maps will look famliar to
you, as Wwll the project description. So this again is a
5-mle -- approximately 5-m | e 500kV AC generation

intertie between the project substation for the 1886

Sol ar project to the point of interconnection. The point
of interconnection is the planned APS Switchyard that you
approved yesterday in case CEC 225-B.

And it's | ocated on the Myenkopi -t o-Cedar
Mountain regional transmssion line. As this Conmttee
is aware, there are a nunber of projects that are
i nterconnecting at that switchyard. On the map on the
ri ght you see an overview of the area in which it's
|ocated. |1'musing this green |aser pointer to show
the -- thank you -- the footprint, if you wll, for the
solar facility.

Again, this is located at about 30 m | es of
where we are today in Flagstaff, |ocated on Babbitt
Ranches' checkerboard private and state |l and just north
of the Kai bab National Forest. The map on the right, on
slide 2 shows the project corridor for which we are
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seeking approval. It starts at the project substation,
shown in red, and then parallels the two existing
transm ssion lines to that point of interconnection at

t he APS Swi t chyard.

So for orientation purposes, and we're here

for case 224, case 225, which you just heard, its
transm ssion line runs fromoff this page down to this
poi nt of interconnection. Mybe | should use this map
over here, where the -- the case 225 started in this
area, and for 5 mles went down to the point of
i nt er connecti on.

And, again, this map shows the Arizona
Trail. W are several mles away fromit for this
project. So the Arizona Trail is not a primry
consideration for this project. Again, all project
facilities are located in Cochise County [sic].

MR HAZLE: Coconino County.

MR ACKEN. Did | say Cochise? Thank you

MEMBER KRYDER: One of those.

MR. ACKEN. One of those Co0's; you would
think 1"d get it right after being up here.

So the -- again, the route starts at the

proj ect substation, proceeds north for 4 1/2 mles before

going in towards the APS Sw t chyard.
The corridor we're requesting here is a
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500-foot-wde corridor, as it parallels the existing
infrastructure slightly larger for the project
substation -- where it interconnects, excuse ne, at the
proj ect substation. The requested right-of-way is

250 feet, but perhaps up to 500 feet in sone areas.

We have a panel of five w tnesses, four of
themare in front of you right there, three from Stell ar
Renewabl e Power. Kelsey Silver is the project manager
for the project; she'll talk about the solar project, the
i nt erconnecti on process, the interconnection project
itself, provide details about that. Stephen Land is vice
presi dent of devel opnent for Stellar; he's going to
provi de sone i nfornmati on about the applicant and be
avai l abl e to answer additional questions. diver Chua,
also with Stellar, is a construction manager for this
project, and so he will talk about sone of the facilities
that will be used for the interconnection project and be
avai l abl e to answer questions about the construction
project. Dean Hazle will present the virtual tour, as
well as a summary of the public involvenent and public
notice for the CEC hearings; he will cover nost of the
di scussi on regardi ng environnmental conpatibility,
including his opinion as to the project's environnmental
conmpatibility. M. Brasier is behind M. Chua at this
nonment, but he will step forward to speak agai n about
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bi ol ogi cal resources and recreational resources in the
vicinity of the project.

Again, this project is |located in the sane
area, has the sane | andowner, sane supportive | andowner,
as the testinony will show. Wat's different about this
project, it's a solar and storage project, not a w nd
project. But sane distance transm ssion |ine,
approxi mately, just comng froma different direction.

Just to orient you, we have 10 potenti al
exhibits in the binder in front of you, and we will go
t hrough those in our testinony. | do think we will call
St ephen Foster, who you heard yesterday, from KR Sal i ne
as part of our direct case rather than as an optional
W t ness, you know, after it seened the Conmmttee wel coned
his testinmony. He has provided a simlar study for this
project. | would ask that he be allowed to participate
virtually this afternoon, as he's back down in Phoeni x.

But this applicant, like the prior
applicant, does not have a System | npact Study, for the
sanme reasons, but did retain KR Saline to conduct
studies, so as to provide information regarding the
reliability of the interconnection. And as | did in
the -- in case 225, | ampreserving the | egal argunent
that both the solar and storage project and the | arge
generator interconnection process are outside the
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jurisdiction of the Commttee, but you've heard nme say
that multiple tinmes. |1'mnot going to beat that horse in
this hearing, but | did want to reserve that, just so you
know.

But, again, it's not a question you need to
answer, because you're going to have the studies in front
of you provided in our direct case. And so at the
conclusion of this, | believe, and hopefully you agree
that you will have all the information you need in order
to rule on the requested Certificate of Environnental
Conpatibility in this matter.

So wth that, that's all | have as ny
openi ng renarks, and happy to answer any questions or
dive right into our panel's testinony.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Kryder?

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

M. Acken, | may not have heard it, but is
there not a battery setup in this as well?

MR ACKEN. There is. There is.

MEMBER KRYDER: And where does it lie on
t he map ahead of us?

MR ACKEN:. | amgoing to ask -- oops,
don't have that control. | will ask Ms. Silver to
address that in her testinony when we get to the direct
case.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MEMBER KRYDER: VWhy don't we just wait
t hen.

MR ACKEN: Yeah, she'll address that.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you. |'msorry,
Bert.

MR. ACKEN: Uh- huh.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. So let's swear

in the w tnesses.
M. Land, did you prefer an oath or
affirmation?
MR LAND: Affirnmation, Chairnman.
(St ephen Land was duly affirned by
t he Chairnman.)
CHWN STAFFORD: Ms. Snyder [sic], sane
question, oath or affirmation?
M5. SILVER  Affirmation.
CHWN STAFFCORD: -- Silver, excuse ne,
sorry, Silver, right.
MS. SILVER That's okay. No problem
(Kel sey Silver was duly affirnmed by
t he Chairman.)
CHWN STAFFORD: M. Hazel ?
MR HAZLE: Affirmation, please.
(Dean Hazl e was duly affirnmed by
t he Chairnman.)

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHWN STAFFORD: And, M. Chua?
MR, CHUA: Yes, affirmation, please.
(Aiver Chua was duly affirned by
t he Chairman.)
CHWN STAFFORD: |Is the other wi tness on the
panel still too or is he just sitting further back?

MR. ACKEN: | would like himto be sworn

So, M. Brasier, if you could please nove
toamc, at least for this portion.

MR, BRASI ER  Sure.

CHWN STAFFORD: And woul d you prefer an
oath or affirmati on?

MR. BRASIER An affirnmation, please.

(N chol as Brasier was duly affirned by

t he Chairman.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

All right. M. Acken, you nmay begin.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you, Chairnman. Menbers
of the Commttee, we're going to be using the slide deck
t hat has been marked for identification as SES-2 if you
want to follow along in a hard copy or on your tablets,
if the nmultiple screens aren't sufficient.

/1
/1
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STEPHEN LAND, KELSEY SILVER, DEAN HAZLE, OLI VER CHUA,
and NI CHOLAS BRASI ER,
call ed as witnesses as a panel on behalf of Applicant,
havi ng been previously affirmed or sworn by the Chairman
to speak the truth and nothing but the truth, were

exam ned and testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAMI NATI ON
BY MR ACKEN:

Q Let's start with our project manager.

Ms. Silver, please state your nane, enployer,
and busi ness address for the record?

A (M. SILVER) My nane's Kelsey Silver. | work
for Stellar Renewabl e Power as the devel opnent nanager
for the West, and the business address is 14643 Dal | as
Par kway, Suite 250, Dallas, Texas.

Q | n what capacity do you work for Stellar as the
devel opnent nanager ?

A (MS. SILVER) Yeah.

So |'ve been the project manager on this project
for the devel opment since May 2023. In that role I'm
managi ng t he day-to-day devel opnent activities, from--
for this project through the start of construction. This
i ncludes | and agreenents, permtting, and
I nterconnection. And |I'mal so assisting with design

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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devel opnent and negoti ating off-take agreenents.

Q Next, summari ze your education and prof essi onal
experi ence.

A (Ms. SILVER) So | went to Col orado State
Uni versity for an undergrad in -- bachel or of science in
ecology. | then went to the University of Denver for a
master of science in energy and sustainability.

After school | worked for the Cty of Denver in
the environnmental quality departnent. | then went to
Tetra Tech as a consultant for renewabl e energy projects,
went over to the private sector working for AES in
devel opnent for solar and storage projects in the Wst
U S And then am now wor ki ng here.

So in a total | have about six years of
experience in solar and storage projects in devel opnent,
and across all the Western U.S. in -- in all different
sectors of the industry.

Q VWhat topics will you cover in your testinony
t oday?

A (M. SILVER) |I'mgoing to provide an overvi ew of
the project, outline the project's interconnection, and
describe the project's permtting status.

Q Thank you.

M. Land, sanme questions for you. Please state
your nane, enployer, and busi ness address.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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A (MR LAND) My nane is Stephen Land. | work for
Stell ar Renewabl e Power, and our business address is
14643 Dal | as Parkway, Dall as, Texas.

Q And in what capacity do you work for Stellar?

A (MR LAND) At Stellar Renewabl e Power, |I'mthe
vi ce president of devel opnent.

Q And as VP of devel opnent, what do you do?

A (MR LAND) As VP of devel opnent, | oversee a
team of project managers, simlar to Kel sey, across the
United States and support in the permtting,

i nt erconnecti on, construction, and off-take negoti ati ons
around our projects.

Q Summari ze your professional background and
educati on.

A (MR LAND) My professional background began with
my enlistnment in the United States Submarine Navy. | did
that for seven years. Over the course of those seven
years | earned ny bachelor's degree from Warner Coll ege.
Post 9/11 | nmade the choice to commssion in the United
States Arny, where | served for an additional 13 years.

During that 13 years, | also went to the Coll ege
of WIliamand Mary and earned ny nmaster's of business
adm ni stration. Upon retiring fromthe service, | joined
Next A r Energy Resources, and | ed early-stage renewabl es
devel opnent in the Southeast portion of the country.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Fromthere, I went to AES O ean Energy where | | ed
strategy and greenfield devel opment in the Muntain Wst
region before joining Stellar in May of 2022. So that's
a wap-up of ny professional background.

Q And what is your role in the project before the
Comm ttee today?

A (MR LAND) So ny role is to supervise and
oversee those project-related activities that result in a
successful project.

Q And what topics will you cover today?

A (MR LAND) | will introduce the chairman and the
Comm ssion to Stellar Renewabl e Power.

Q M. Chua, please state your nane, enpl oyer, and
busi ness address.

A (MR CHUA) Yeah, ny nane is AQiver Chua. | work
for Stellar Renewabl e Power. And the business address is
14643 Dal | as Parkway, Dall as, Texas.

Q And what do you do for Stellar?

A (MR CHUA) I'mthe director of projects and
constructi on.

Q And what do you do in that role?

A (MR CHUA) So ny role primarily is to oversee
anything related to project engineering, procurenent, and
construction, taking projects that are, you know, past
t he devel opnent phase, bringing themthrough

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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construction, building them and then handing themoff to

asset managenent for | ong-term operations and

mai nt enance.

Q Summari ze your professional background and
educati on.
A (MR CHUA) Sure. | got ny bachel or of science

In industrial engineering fromlowa State University, and

then in 2007 started a career in construction. | joined
t he major EPC contractor in Mnneapolis, Mrtenson
Construction, as a field engineer. Spent about 12 years
over there, nmade it up to project manager

Then went over to the owner/devel oper side wth

a large I ndian conglonerate, the Adani G oup, as a senior

PM And then transitioned over to Lightsource, BP, a
maj or British solar devel oper as a project director.
Made it to VP of projects and construction over there.
And then just over a year ago in August, got this
opportunity with Stellar, and transitioned over as the
director of projects and construction.

Q And what will your testinony cover today?

A (MR CHUA) |I'mhere to support Stephen and
Kel sey on the technical aspects of the project and any
construction-rel ated questions.

Q Thank you.

M. Hazle, it's been two days since you

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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I ntroduced yourself to the Commttee, but would you
pl ease state your nane, enpl oyer, and busi ness address?

A (MR HAZLE) My nane is Dean Hazle. | work for
SWCA Environnental Consultants, and ny business address
is 1645 South Plaza Way, Flagstaff, Arizona.

Q And what do you do for SWCA?

A (MR HAZLE) I'"'mthe planning team | ead for
Northern Arizona, and a project nanager. | primarily
support utility and devel oper clients in planning,
permtting, and conpliance for renewabl e energy projects
and their transm ssion lines. So nainly doing
Certificates of Environnental Conpatibility and County
entitlenents and overseeing a team of planners that work
on NEPA proceedings as well.

Q Briefly summari ze your professional experience
and educati on.

A (MR HAZLE) | hold a bachelor of science in
geol ogy from Hope College in Holland, Mchigan. | have
about 10 years of professional experience with
environnental and regulatory conpliance, primarily
focused on various aspects of infrastructure siting.
| " ve held technical and managenent positions in state
governnent, industry, and consulting, including a period
as the assistant director of the Massachusetts Energy
Facility Siting Board.
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Q And how many tinmes have you testified now before
this Commttee?

A (MR HAZLE) |1've testified in seven cases since
2022. Each of those cases have focused on generation-tie
lines for a range of -- a range of connected projects,

i ncl udi ng sol ar projects, and including 500kV
transm ssion lines of simlar length and in simlar
settings.

Q And what was SWCA's role in this project?

A (MR HAZLE) Stellar engaged SWCA in the spring
of 2023, to support the devel opnent of the CEC
application. For the CEC, SWCA conpl eted environnent al
resource studi es focused on the generation-intertie |ine,
and al so coordinating the public outreach and public
notice activities for the CEC application.

I n doing so, we prepared Exhibits A through J of
t he application before you today. And | personally
oversaw the conpilation of the informati on contained in
each of the exhibits in the application.

Q And what topics wll you cover in your
testi nony?

A (MR HAZLE) 1'Il begin by providing a virtual
route tour to help orient the Commttee in terns of the
| ocation and setting and design of the proposed
transm ssion line, and then I'll cover public involvenent

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 224 VOLUME | 09/07/2023

and sort of the pre-filing outreach that we conducted,
foll owed by the prescriptive public notice requirenents
after filing the application.

Additionally, I'Il provide testinony on the
envi ronnental conpatibility of the project, covering
topi cs including | and use, visual resources, cultural
resources, and noise and interference.

My col |l eague, M. Brasier, will cover biol ogical
resources and recreation. And, finally, I will offer ny

overall opinion as to the conpatibility of this project
relative to the statutory factors outlined in ARS 40-360.

Q Thank you, M. Hazle.

M. Brasier, I"'mgoing to ask you to step
forward again just for your intro, you're going to get
your exercise, | guess, this norning.

Thank you. Please state your nanme, enployer,
and busi ness address for the record.

A (MR BRASIER) Sure. M nane is N chol as
Brasier, wth SWCA Environnental Consultants, |ocated at
1645 South Plaza Way, Flagstaff, Arizona.

Q And rem nd the Commi ttee of what you do for
SWCA.

A (MR BRASIER) Sure. |'m an environnental
pl anner and project nanager. | focus primarily on state,
| ocal, and federal permtting for renewabl e energy
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proj ects.
Q Next, summari ze your professional and
educati onal background, | believe, and you've testified

previously that you were a bird nerd?

A (MR BRASIER) That is correct. | studied
envi ronnental biology at Tul ane University where | earned
ny bachelor's in science, as well as a bachelor of arts
in environnental studies. | spent about seven or
ei ght years working with state and federal governnent,
including tinme as the assistant manager of the Methow
Wil dlife Managenent Area in Washington State, and a
position with the National Park Service's exotic plant
managenent team

And for the last four years |'ve been working in
the consulting industry, primarily with renewabl e energy
proj ects and NEPA conpli ance.

Q Thank you, M. Brasier.

We are going to turn now to the first
substantive topic, which is a discussion of the applicant
which again is -- I'll make sure | get this correct for
the record -- 1886 Sol ar Energy Station, LLC, and its
parent conpany, Stell ar Renewabl e Power.

For that, M. Land, pl ease describe the
applicant and its parent.

A (MR LAND) So the applicant is 1886 Sol ar Energy
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Station, LLC, which is a project conpany forned by
Stellar Renewabl e Power. Stellar Renewable Power is a
renewabl e devel opnent platform W cane into existence
in the sumer of 2021, so we are a relatively young
conpany, but the -- the teamis conprised of industry
vet er ans.

We focus on utility-scale solar and battery
storage across nultiple markets across the United States,
with the goal of responsibly developing utility-scale
pr oj ects.

Q Thank you, M. Land.

Can you talk briefly about the slide on the
right slide, 247

A (MR LAND) Absol utely.

So since Decenber 2021, | think the slide does a
good job of indicating the tremendous progress we' ve nade
across the country, we currently have early to m d-stage
projects in 14 states across a dozen separate
transm ssion providers, and these are in the various
st ages of devel opnent.

Q Next, we're going to tal k about the solar
project. Again, it's not jurisdictional, but we
recogni ze there's interest in understandi ng about the
sol ar project which does, Menber Kryder, to your
question, include a battery conponent. So --
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MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Before we get too nuch
further along, would you just explain a little bit what
the Community Sol ar project focused states are? Just
for -- just because I'minterested. Thank you.

MR. LAND:. Yeah, Comm ssioner [sic] Little,
let me weigh in alittle bit on that. So |I guess to
speak specifically to that, I'mvice president of
devel opnent for utility-scale solar and storage. A
separ ate business function is what we refer to as
Community Solar offerings. And these are prinmarily
projects that are 10 negawatts and | ess, so they're nuch
smal l er in nature.

And the reason you see a concentration in
just a handful of states is these offerings tend to be
very policy-driven, so that's the rational e behind the
handful of states in the mddle part of the country.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Quick foll ow up questi on.
Pol i cy, does that nean that those state have policies
that pronote Comrunity Sol ar or favorabl e towards that
appr oach?

MR. LAND: Chairman, so -- so there nmay not
be policy currently in place, but we do see a pat hway by
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which we think in the future there could be favorable
policy, and that's what really notivates the states we
target.
CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.
BY MR ACKEN
Q All right. Thank you, M. Land.

Now, Ms. Silver, please describe -- provide an

overvi ew of the solar and storage project.
A (MB. SILVER) Sure.

So the 1886 Energy -- Sol ar Energy Station sol ar
project will have the capacity of 500 megawatts sol ar,
500 negawatts BESS. And the project wll include arrays
of sol ar photovoltaic panels, |ower voltage, like 34.5 kV
col lector lines, inverter stations, and an electric
storage system nmade of lithiumion batteries in a
contained facility.

The diagram on the right shows a visualization
of the solar project's energy generation process. The
gener ati on process begins at the sol ar panels that
convert the sun's -- the sun's rays into electricity.
Electricity generated or stored by the solar project wll
travel through |ower-voltage collector lines to the
proj ect substation, where a power transforner that wll
I ncrease the voltage of the generated electricity to
500kV for delivery into the interconnection project wll
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be. Al collector lines fromthe solar project wll
termnate at the project substation, which is | ocated on
private property.

Q Wiere is the solar project |ocated?

A (M5. SILVER) The solar project is located in
uni ncor por at ed Coconino County in active -- on an active
cattl e ranch owned by Babbitt Ranches, approxi mately
30 mles northwest of Flagstaff. And the anticipated
start of construction date for the 1886 Sol ar Energy
Station is May 1st, 2025, with a commercial operation
date of May 1st, 2027. So the locations of the solar
project is shown in the visuals on the right.

The first -- the first picture on the |left shows

the | ocation of the solar project shown in the
grayed -- oh, sorry -- shown in the grayed squares and
the interconnection project in the black line, as it
relates to the nearby | andmarks. The next picture shows
a |l and ownership in the surroundi ng project. The solar
project is |located on private |and, and interconnection
project is |located on private |and and Arizona State Land
Departnment land. Finally, the picture on the right is an
aerial map show ng the undevel oped nature of the project
ar ea.

Q Ms. Silver, can you address M. Kryder -- Menber
Kryder's question about the |ocation of the BESS, or
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per haps soneone el se on the panel, where you anticipate
it's going to be located at this tine?

A (M5. SILVER) So the BESS will be | ocated on

private land as well. It will be on the Babbitt Ranches
within those gray squares. And so the -- the area that
is highlighted on there will include the project

substati on, the BESS, and the solar.
Q Thank you.

M. Chua, sonewhat tinely, or it's a good segue,
in light of the discussion about the batteries, talk
about Stellar's plans for coordination with Coconi no
County regarding fire safety and energency response
pl ans.

A (MR CHUA) Okay.

So what typically happens, you know, pursuant to
recei ving a power purchase agreenent and an
i nt erconnecti on agreenent, you know, that triggers us on
t he devel opnent side to start our RFP for an EPC
contractor to start building the project. And once we
award that to a contractor, we would then work wth them
to ensure that there's a very robust, you know, safety
emer gency response plan, which invol ves coordination with
the, you know, the fire marshal, the sheriff, all the
| ocal hospitals, nedical facilities, Life Flight, if
there's availability here to ensure that they're -- al
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the access and egress routes are confirned and this site
isin a state where all personnel are aware of the
hazards and are able to react accordingly shoul d anyt hi ng
unt owar d happen.

MEMBER GOLD: M. Chairnman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber ol d.

MEMBER GOLD: M. Chua, first of all, thank
you for being here, | appreciate that, since we're
tal ki ng about safety, I'll just bring up sonmething early
in our discussion. You're talking about safety of
personnel , what about safety of the systen? And |I'm
referring to not only natural electronic pul ses --
el ectromagneti ¢ pul ses emanating fromthe sun or sone
vol cani ¢ eruption or something else, but I'mtalking
about deliberate mlitary-style attacks? Wuld you
pl ease touch base with what you know about that?

MR CHUA: Sure, Menber ol d.

The way these plants are designed, you
know, we work with, you know, industry |eading, you know,
contractors and engi neers to engi neer these plans to, you
know, all industry standards, right, we've got |EEE, we
have NEC, we have NFPA standards that we have to adhere
to. And to address the specific question of the EMPs,
you know, the way the project is constructed, the
substation, you know, which is the, let's call it
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epi center of the project, where all the telenetry and
controls are that regulate the power that cones fromthe
project and goes to the grid, that is equipped with
breakers, both on the | ow side, on the solar side, and
the high side on the grid side, you know, that in the
event of a surge froman EMP or anything equivalent wll
cause themto trip in -- if a surge happens |like that.

MEMBER GOLD: So you're saying you have
breakers that are geared specifically to EMP?

MR CHUA: Geared specifically to surges of
any kind, including EMPs.

MEMBER GOLD: Surges cone in different
frequencies --

MR CHUA: Sure.

MEMBER GOLD: -- you are aware of that?

MR CHUA:  Yup.

MEMBER GOLD: The naturally occurring
surges are very |ow frequency, to the best of ny
know edge. But mlitary-grade surges would be caused by
hi gh frequencies. The typical circuit breakers that are
in use today typically don't neet the requirenments to
stop an EMP burst.

So what |I'masking is, specifically, are
you aware in this project, or any other projects, that
we've put in that type of equi pnent those types of,
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quot e-unquot e, breakers, and what are we doing to protect
t he backup equi pnent fromthe sane i npact by an EMP
strike if it is a hostile EMP strike? Wat is your

know edge of that?

MR CHUA: So --

MEMBER GOLD: And how are you -- howis
this project -- well, not specifically this project --
how are we dealing with that?

MR CHUA: So | will say that the breakers,
| did have confirmation fromour engi neers just now, if
you'll allow ne to just refer to that, we are designing
these breakers. So the breakers operate in two to three
cycles, and the relays operate in one to two cycles, so
we're talking five cycles and in a 60 Hertz system-- AC
system which we are working with, that's
83.5 mlliseconds we're tal ki ng about.

MEMBER GOLD: And EMP pul ses -- pul ses
travel at the speed of light, so we're a little sl ower
than speed of light here, howlong will it take these
swi tches to engage before damage is done to our systens?

MR CHUA: So that's what it was, in
83.5 mlliseconds, the breakers will trip.

MEMBER GOLD: And that is sufficient in a
hostile EMP attack?

MR CHUA: So I'd like to be clear that
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we -- we consider an EMP, you know, no different than any
surge, you know, caused by any other, you know, source.

So in the event that a surge overwhel ns the
system right, in our view, 83.5 mlliseconds is the
reaction tinme with which the breakers will trip, and
therefore, not cause any, you know, additional damage,
you know, past the breakers.

MEMBER GOLD: Ckay. Has this been tested,
to the best of your know edge?

MR CHUA: Yeah, yeah. There's very
significant testing that happens in a conm ssioning phase
of projects of this nature.

MEMBER GOLD: So they tested it wwth an EMP
surge?

MR CHUA: Not with an EMP, but with a --
it's called nore like a sinulated trip, where a utility,
for exanple, APS, would, in conjunction with the project,
simul ate these situations and nmake sure that the breakers
and relays trip accordingly.

MEMBER GOLD: How do you sinulate a breaker
tripping? The breaker trips or it doesn't trip, it's a
physi cal devi ce.

MR CHUA: Right.

MEMBER GOLD: Simul ation is nunbers com ng
out of a conputer. Wiat I'm-- what |'masking -- first
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of all thank you for your expertise on this. Here's ny
concerns, too, first, for the specific line that we're
| ooking at, it's an antenna. | believe they' re al
grounded, correct?

MR CHUA: Yeah.

MEMBER GOLD: So the grounding w |l
mtigate the effects of an EMP burst, but it won't
mtigate it conpletely, so but the line commttee is
doing -- the line creators are doing sufficient so |ong
as everything is grounded, that hel ps?

MR CHUA: Right.

MEMBER GOLD: Now, the switching station
that everything is comng into --

MR, CHUA: Yup.

MEMBER GOLD: -- | think there's two
conpani es, CenterPoint or Sienens, |'mnot sure the nanes
of which of the conpanies are who are working on these
swtches, are you famliar wth thenf

MR CHUA: I'mnot. Wth the switchyard
construction, no. | just know that there is one; |'m not
sure who is working on it.

MEMBER GOLD: Okay. This is inportant
sinmply because if we |lose the grid, estimates are there
wll be 90 percent casualties, and that's human bei ngs
dead, in the event of a major hostile EMP strike. And
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froma mlitary point of view, our adversaries are
considering that as a first-use weapon to prevent us from
count eri ng.

So | ask that you continue what you're
doing, push it alittle further, if you can, and | ask
t hat everybody el se be aware when you're doing this that
EMP i s serious. You can survive weeks w thout food, but
you cannot survive weeks w thout water, and specifically
in the state of Arizona, water is all punped from
aquifers that are far in excess of the 32 feet that you
can manual ly punp water.

So it's sonething that is very concerning
to nme, to yourselves, and the Conmttee and I wish this
to be made aware of.

Thank you, M. Chua.

MR CHUA: Duly not ed.

Thank you, Menber Col d.

MEMBER GOLD: | vyield.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you, Menber ol d.

Q Ms. Silver, while we're tal king about the sol ar
and storage project, specifically, talk about your
coordi nation with Babbitt Ranches, the underlying
| andowner .

A (MS. SILVER) Yeah.

So the 1886 Sol ar Energy Station was formerly
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part of the CO Bar Ranch Solar -- CO Bar Sol ar Compl ex,
which is |ocated on private cattle ranchl and owned by
Babbi tt Ranches, approxinmately 30 mles northwest of
Fl agstaf f.

| n August 2022, Stellar acquired a portion of CO
Bar Sol ar Conplex fromthe original developer. This
portion of the conplex is referred to as the 1886 Sol ar
Energy Station, and includes the solar project and
i nterconnection project. The nanme "1886" is actually a
nod to Babbitt Ranches, which was incorporated in 1886.

Stellar is coordinating closely with Babbitt
Ranches to develop the interconnection project in a
manner that is consistent with Babbitt Ranches
managenent objectives. In fact, we net with Babbitt
Ranches yesterday, and -- to provide an update on the
project, and they wanted to show their support for the
project in the CEC

The picture on the right shows the western
portion of the CO Bar Ranch in which the project is
| ocat ed.

Q Next, describe the federally regul ated | arge
generator interconnection process.
A (M5. SILVER) Sure. So Arizona Public Service

Company' s i nterconnection project is driven by federal
| aw and overseen by FERC. It begins with an
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I nt erconnection request, which is submtted by the
devel oper. APS then conpletes a System | npact Study, or
SIS, that identifies the inpacts to the electric system
and would result fromthe project interconnection.

Next, APS performs a facility study, which is a
refinement of the engineering results fromthe System
| npact Study. And then, finally, the project is noved
into a Large Generator I|Interconnection Agreenent, or
LG A in which the project -- in which the contractua
bi ndi ng docunent assures that the interconnection
facility inplements and pays for any necessary network
upgr ades.

Q What is the status of the interconnection
process for this project?

A (Ms. SILVER) The project was submtted to
i nterconnection with APS in March 2021, and we entered
into an agreenent with APS to conpl ete the System | npact
Study in June 2021. Oiginally the System I npact Study
was pl anned to be conpleted in January 20- -- or, sorry,
by April -- or by January 2023. M/ bad.

That was then pushed to October 2023. And we
have now since |learned that that date is being noved to
January 2024.

Q That's a famliar story for the Commttee.

So what did you do, given the delay with the
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System | npact Study?

A (M. SILVER) So we retained KR Saline to prepare

a power flow analysis, which was conpl eted August 31st,
2023.

Q And what are the conclusions of KR Saline's
anal ysi s?

A (Ms. SILVER) The power fl ow analysis that KR
Sal i ne conducted concl uded that some volt- -- voltage
i ssues were identified, but those were attributed to

nodel i ng practices and should not require upgrades to the

pr oj ect .

MR ACKEN: And for the Commttee's
edification, we wll -- we do plan to call Stephen Foster
again today. Wth the Commttee's assent, |'d like to

have hi m appear virtually since he's back in Phoeni x
today, but he'll be available certainly after 1:00.

Q Was M. Foster's study prepared by KR Saline
provi ded to Comm ssion Staff?

A (M. SILVER) Yes, it was provided pursuant to
the protective agreenent in this docket on August 31st.
And we understand that it will be docketed today.

Q Not hing Ii ke cutting it close.

CHWN STAFFORD: W won't vote until
tonorrow, so --
MR. ACKEN:. Yeah, Conmm ssion legal is well
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aware of our tinme frane. | can attest to that.
Q Ckay. Thank you, Ms. Silver.

Now I'd like you to turn to the jurisdictional
facilities. The 500kV above-ground transm ssion |ine.
Di scuss that for the Commttee?

A (MS. SILVER) Sure.

So the interconnection project is approxi mately
5 mles long, overhead transm ssion |line that connects
the solar project to the original electric grid. The
i nterconnection project wll connect to the Navaj o South
Transm ssi on Systens, Menkopi-to-Cedar Muntain 500kV
transm ssion, via the APS Sw tchyard, where the
I nterconnection project wll termnate. This swtchyard
is being built, as planned generation projects in the
area are developed. It was authorized in prior case --
in a prior case the Commttee heard this week.

Once built, the APS will design, construct --
and construct the switchyard and i nterconnection
facilities. The switchyard will be |ocated in Township
26, North Range East 5, Section 21, which can be found on
slide 40. And Dean is pointing that out right now.

Q Thank you.
Describe the route itself in a bit nore detail.
A (Ms. SILVER) So the proposed route for the
I nterconnection project is approximately 5 mles, running
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sout hwest from a project substation along the existing
Moenkopi -t 0o- Cedar Mountai n 500kV transm ssion |ine, just
north of the line. And, as you can see, it runs through
starting at the Babbitt Ranches' private property at our
subst ati on, through sone nore Babbitt Ranch private
property and Arizona State Land to neet the APS

Swi t chyard.

Q And what is the requested right-of-way and
corridor for this project?

A (M5. SILVER) W are requesting a 500-foot CEC
corridor in which the -- in which Stellar plans to
establish a 250-foot-w de RON The additional corridor
provides flexibility for shifting the RON as necessary,
to accommpdate for potentially sensitive resources or
rough terrain. The CEC corridor is primarily 500 feet
wi de where it parallels the existing infrastructure and
it widens on either end.

On the east it connects at the APS Sw tchyard,

38

and on the west it connects to the project substation, as

shown in the map right there.
CHWN STAFFORD: Quick question. So the
corridor to where you tie into the switchyard, is that

going to be -- is it a 500-foot-wide corridor or is it

that entire square up there, that triangle, | should say?

VMR. HAZLE: The CEC corridor is the bl ack
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outlined polygon, and it includes this triangular portion
of Section 21 in the northeast.

CHWN STAFFORD: And | assune that's to
provide flexibility because there's three other
generators tying to the sane switchyard, correct?

MR HAZLE: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairnman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: One quick question to
Ms. Silver.

VWhat kind of fencing is going to be put in
pl ace here? |1'mlooking at the caring for the cattle who

try to find breakfast there each norning. Do you know

what sort of fencing will be involved?

MR HAZLE: | can speak to that, Menber
Kryder.

The transm ssion line itself wll not have

a perineter fence around the right-of-way.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

MR HAZLE: On the right-hand slide here,
we have a bit of a sinplified map show ng the project
boundary mainly coinciding with section boundaries on the
checker boar d.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Uh- huh.
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MR, HAZLE: What's inportant to understand
about the solar facility is that during its permtting
w th Coconi no County, the original devel oper worked
closely with Coconi no County and the Gane & Fish
Departnment to include wildlife novenent corridors at the
corners of each of the private sections here. So we cal
those a butterfly crossing.

MEMBER KRYDER: Describe it a little bit.

MR HAZLE: Yeah.

A butterfly crossing is normally needed on
t he adj acent sections of property to provide an easenent
for access roads and collector circuits, just so that we
can actually cross between the private property sections
to connect the project together.

MEMBER KRYDER: I n a residential area,
that's the utility thing in ny backyard, where the
utilities pass through, that sort of a -- | nean, are we
tal ki ng about 20 feet wi de or 200 feet w de or what are
we | ooking at?

MR HAZLE: So normally a butterfly
crossing can be fairly narrow So normally it would just
be, like, 5 acres on each adjacent section.

MEMBER KRYDER: On the corner?

MR HAZLE: On the corners.

In this case, the butterfly crossings were
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expanded to provide novenent corridors for wildlife. It
was sonething that Game & Fish really pushed for in the
County permtting process.

Now, the wildlife novenent corridors would
serve the sane purpose for cattle. There will be no
sol ar panels on the state trust | and sections here, so
cattle grazing will continue and will be accessible via
t hose novenent corridors between the sections of private
property that will host the solar facilities.

MEMBER KRYDER  But the sectors that are
wth panels will be fenced; is that correct?

MR HAZLE: That's correct.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. And what sort of
fencing? | nean, back of the envelope, | don't --

MR HAZLE: Yeah, | don't know the
specifications, but in the Coconino County entitl enent
process, there was a requirement for what they cal
wildlife-friendly fencing, which basically | eaves a gap
at the bottomof the fence to, you know, facilitate
novenent of snaller mamal s.

My col | eague, M. Brasier, could probably
explain that nore eloquently than nyself, but | think the
general concept is there's a gap at the bottom of the
fence that allows small critters to conti nue noving
t hrough the area.
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MEMBER KRYDER: And so these woul d be,
what, 8 feet and -- and razor wire on the top or --

MR CHUA: Yeah, they're typically 6 feet
wth a foot of barbed wire on top, three-strand,
typically, so we will adjust according to the
envi ronnental requirenents.

MEMBER KRYDER: And then the sections,
wldlife corridors that you said where the el k can get
t hrough or the cattle can get through, as the case would
be.

Ckay. And then around the proposed
swtching station, what's the situation there?

MR. HAZLE: The project substation and the
swi tchyard, so project substation at the west end here,
and the switchyard at the northeast end, those will both
be fenced facilities as well.

MEMBER KRYDER So the triangle up here on
the right-hand map woul d be fenced?

MR, HAZLE: Not the entire triangle. As we
di scussed in the previous case, the swtchyard footprint
will be smaller than this --

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

MR HAZLE: -- entire triangle here.

MEMBER KRYDER: So it would be the
finalized swtchyard, rather than the entire triangl e?
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MR HAZLE: Correct.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

MR HAZLE: The entire triangle is included
in this case's corridor to provide routing flexibility
for the transmssion line to nmake its way into that
switchyard which will have, you know, a few other
devel opers' access as wel |l .

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Thank you very nuch
for that. Later 1'd |like sonebody to talk with nme, | saw
some pictures there about the stock tanks. And I'd like
to discuss that either later or now, whichever works best
for y'all.

MR HAZLE: Yeah. We'Il| see those stock
tanks in the virtual route tour.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

MR HAZLE: And, you know, be happy to talk
about it in the |l and use section as well.

MEMBER KRYDER: That's probably a good
i dea. Thanks, Dean.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: As long as we're | ooki ng at
this map, I'mcurious why all of those sections that are
in gray, nost of them are square, whatever, rectangul ar,
except the little piece down on the right-hand side. Wy
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t he peninsula out on the end of that one, as well as to
the left of it, alittle area that's cut out?

MR HAZLE: Those cut-outs that you're
referring to, Menber Little, are sort of exclusion zones
that are set up around aquatic features, so |like river --
rivering [sic], washes, things of that nature.

MEMBER LI TTLE: GCkay. So it has nothing to
do with the private | andowner not choosing to allow --

MR HAZLE: It's nore of a representation
of a buildable area than, like, a different | andowner or
any other real estate considerations |ike that.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Are there currently any
residences in that area?

MR HAZLE: There are residences in the
community of Vail to the northwest.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ri ght .

MR HAZLE: Those are the cl osest
resi dences that we're aware of.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Did | hear you state
earlier that this project was originally commenced by a
different entity that was purchased by, | guess it wasn't
1886, it was Stellar, correct?

MR LAND: |'ll address that one, Chairman.

So we purchased this asset through a
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purchase and sal e agreenent that was executed on
August 10t h of 2022, fromdenera. At the tine the
project was referenced as CO Bar L. After that, we
formed a project conpany call ed Turquoi se Sol ar
originally.

After neeting with the Babbitts, they
denmonstrated a strong preference for this nane "1886
Sol ar Energy Station, LLC " which we ultinmately converted
t he project LLC to.

CHWN STAFFORD: Gkay. And the checkerboard
design of the project, that was done prior to Stellar's
I nvol vermrent, right?

MR LAND: That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Gkay. And then -- and so
that was -- do you know if the prior devel oper negoti at ed
that setup with the Babbitt Ranch to -- it seens to ne
that they did that deliberately to allow cattle to nove
t hrough sone of those areas, as opposed to having it
be -- having it all those four sections there that they
didn't have to conpl ete nove around, then, correct?

MR LAND: |I'mhighly confident that's the
case, they -- throughout this process, even predating us
when C enera was the project owner, Babbitt Ranches has
been a very -- played a very active role in al
considerations around this project. So |I'm highly
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confi dent that was one of the considerations.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Yeah, | just want to
make sure it wasn't designed that way to avoid having to
put anything on -- or putting |less stuff on state trust
land, it was just a design to acconmpdate what the uses
of the land were for the ranchers, then, okay.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: As long as we're on this
subj ect, |I'm curious whether anybody on the team knows
whet her a 10-year plan was filed by the previous owners
w th the Corporation Comm ssion.

MR HAZLE: | can't speak to the what
Cl enera nay or may not have done. | amaware that the
Cl enera project that the portion of the d enera project
that's still under developnent is sited cl ose enough to
the switchyard that its interconnection is not
jurisdictional to the CEC process.

MEMBER LI TTLE: The CEC process, but not
the 10-year plan process.

MR ACKEN. Let nme follow up on that.
Unfortunately, it is an artifact. You only have to file
a 10-year plan if you have a jurisdictional transm ssion
line. And they would not have had a jurisdictional
transm ssion line, and therefore, it's quite possible
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they did not.
Now, | don't represent them | don't if
that was their consideration. But the trigger for a
10-year plan is that you' re planning to construct a
transm ssion line, as defined under 40-360, and C enera
is not defining, is not building a jurisdictional
transm ssion |ine.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.
MR ACKEN. Thank you, Commttee.
Q Now, Ms. Silver, 1'd |like you to tal k about the

pur pose and need for this project, and you have uni que
graphic on the right that the Commttee is going to want
to understand. So when you go through it nmake sure you
explain the graph that's shown on slide 44.

A (Ms. SILVER) Yeah, definitely.

So the interconnection project is needed to
connect the proposed solar project to the regional
electric transmssion grid. Adding solar to the grid
neets several objectives at the |ocal, state, and federal
| evel s, including the need for additional solar energy
suppl i es.

The interconnection project will also support
the lead grow -- the | oad growth and peak demand
requi rements needed in Arizona Public Service Conpany's
nost recent integrated -- or outlined in their nost
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recent integrated resource plan for their 2023 | RP and
their 2023 request for proposals, or RFP, which solicited
t he need for approximately 700 -- 700 negawatts of
renewabl e resources. These resources are needed to
provide reliability capacity to the -- to their peak
summer needs, which the solar project can provide.

And so that's what the -- the graph on the -- on
the right slide is referring to. So this is show ng the
| oad demand for Arizona Public Service over the
12 nonths, on average, and so as you can see, the darker
areas are referring to nore -- nore |load at that tine.
And so fromduring the sumer nonths for about six hours
from about 4:00 to 10:00, there is a need for nore
capacity at that tinme, and that is what APS's RFP is
asking for, and so our project is neeting the preferred
proj ect characteristics outlined in the RFP to provide
for -- to provide to Arizona Public Service, for the | oad
at that tine.

And we are also -- we're also providing a
project that is within their preferred portfolio of
having it within their service territory, and also a
project that has a comercial operation date between 2026
and 2028, to be able to get themthat |oad when it's
needed. So we submtted that 2023 RFP for the solar
proj ect yesterday, and we are excited to hear back for
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t hat .

The project wll al so provide econom c benefits
i ncl udi ng approxi mately 400 construction jobs at its
peak, and five full-time and five part-tinme pernmanent
jobs during operation. And, yeah, those are -- and we
al so have tax benefits fromthe property owner for the
property going to the County and State.

MEMBER GOLD: M. Chairnman?

CHWN STAFFORD:. Yes, Menber Col d.

MEMBER GOLD: Question for the panel. The
peak usage seens to be from4:00 to 10:00, after sunset,
whi ch is when we don't have a bright sun any | onger
provi di ng energy, which is the need for your storage
batteries, your lithiumsystem \What is the capacity of
the lithium system agai n?

M5. SILVER  So 500 negawatts of battery,
and we are providing bids to the APS RFP for 400 -- or
sorry -- for a four-hour storage and six-hour. And the
si x-hour would provide that 4:00 to 10:00 p.m tine frane
that is -- the power's needed.

MEMBER GOLD: And what security do you have
around your lithiumbattery systens?

M5. SILVER I'Ill refer to AQiver for that.

MR. CHUA: Yeah, because they'd be tied in
line with the solar plant, so it's basically is the sol ar
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plant, the BESS system and then the substation, so they
woul d all be going through the sane breaker system we
t al ked about .

MEMBER GOLD: Ckay. And now
regardi ng -- thank you for that regarding the
el ectromagneti ¢ pul se -- what about physical security?
Lithiumburns, and it's very hard to put out a |ithium
fire. What barriers do you have protecting your |ithium
battery systenf

MR CHUA: Yeah, for sure.

So we're definitely talking to the industry
| eaders, right, there are a few providers in the industry
ri ght now that have, you know, very good |iquid cool
systens in the containers in their solutions. So we're
definitely talking to those, you know, the top-tier
providers for that. And not to nention that, you know,

t he BESS encl osure, the containers, you know, where the
BESS is actually going to be, that's probably going to be
a separately fenced encl osure as well.

MEMBER GOLD: Ckay. So nornally encl osures
are chain link fences or sonmething simlar to that. For
your lithiumbatteries would you be using some form of
concrete, sonething bullets can't go through?

MR CHUA: W haven't considered that, but
we can.
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MEMBER GOLD: Just a suggesti on.
MR, CHUA: Yup.
MEMBER GOLD: | vyield.
MR ACKEN. Thank you, Chairnman, Menbers of
the Committee.
Q M. Chua, I"'mgoing to turn to you next to talk
about the interconnection project design, specifically
t he transm ssion structures.
A (MR CHUA) Yup.

So we are tal king about a, as we nenti oned,
about 4 1/2 to 5-mle gen-tie line overhead structure, so
we're -- we have two H-frane dead-end T-line structures.
We have two tapered, you know, single-pole dead-end
T-11ine structures, and 15 tapered singl e-pole tension
structures in between. So 19 totals structures with the
lines in between them cables.

And, as nentioned before, these will originate
at the project substation and have the cables carried al
the way through the corridor, ultimately term nating at
the APS Sw t chyard.

Q Thank you, M. Chua.

Ms. Silver, let's talk about the devel opnment
status for the project, including myjor permts and
aut hori zati ons.

A (Ms. SILVER) Yeah, so CR -- the CO Bar Sol ar
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Compl ex, which includes the sol ar project and

I nt erconnection project for 1886, received a Conditional
Use Permt from Coconi no County in June 2022. The
approved permt was transferred to Stellar in the

acqui sition in August 2022, when Stellar acquired the
project. W are here to receive the CEC approval.

And the other required permts for this project
are the Arizona State Land permt for the interconnection
project in which it goes over that Arizona state |and,
which is seen as the blue squares in that diagramright
there, so that we are currently working on.

We had submtted that early July of this year,
and then we received -- or sorry -- Arizona State Land
Departnent has had their first neeting about it, and we
recei ved feedback fromthemthat we will receive an
approval for that in approximately six nonths. So we're
wor ki ng through that process now. And then the | ast
requi rement for permtting is the NEPA. And it is ny
under st andi ng that Reclanmation wll|l begin the process
once the System I npact Study is conpleted, and so we w ||
begin that. And we'll be speaking about that in a little
bit.

These three permts are the renai ni ng maj or
di scretionary permts required for the interconnection
pr oj ect .
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CHWN STAFFORD: Quick question. You said
that the Bureau of Reclamation wll begin the NEPA proces
once the System | npact Study is conpleted. You're
referring to the System I npact Study that would be
conpl eted by APS interconnecting utility, correct?

MS. SILVER  Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.

MR. ACKEN. Ckay. Thank you.

Q We are going to shift now to present the virtua
tour. And for that we're going to go to M. Hazle, and
we may need a minute to set up the video.

A (MR HAZLE) This virtual route tour is a format
that the Commttee is famliar wth from past cases, it's
i ntended to give an overview of kind of the setting and
I i ne design, surrounding features where projects are, you
know, nore rural and, therefore, nore difficult to have
an in-person route tour on. The Peaks team can go ahead
and play, and I'll ask themto pause where | would |iKke
to provide nore expl anation.

Well, let's pause here just as an establi shing
shot. Just right off the bat.

As Ms. Silver has explained in her testinony,
the gray areas are the sort of, you know, permtted
boundary of the solar project, as | explained earlier,
the actual solar facilities wll fill a portion of this
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grayed-out area, |eaving space for wildlife novenent
corridors where the private sections connect to state
trust | and.

The bl ue shaded area is the CEC corridor that we
are requesting approval of in this CEC case. O course,
the gen-tie will be located inside of that CEC corri dor,
ultimately connecting up to the APS Swi tchyard.

| believe Menber Kryder had an interest in stock
tanks used for the cattle grazing operations.

MEMBER KRYDER: Correct.

MR HAZLE: |'d be happy to answer
questions you have related to those.

MEMBER KRYDER: | was | ooking for ny notes
here. | guess | was |listening, but anyway, where are
they |l ocated here on this map or one of these maps?

MR HAZLE: These are stock tank features
here, north of the CEC corridor, and east of the sol ar
proj ect area.

MEMBER KRYDER: And these are existent now?

MR HAZLE: Yes.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Any idea, is this on
private land or is this the state trust |and, do you
know?

MR. HAZLE: These are -- this is a private
section of |land right here.
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MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. And so it would have
been built by Babbitt, or whoever is the | andowner there?

MR HAZLE: Correct.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Probabl y?

Ckay. W've had this, what is it 500 line
going -- kV transm ssion |ine going through, has there
been any stated problens of the cattle getting to the
stock tank vis- -vis the transmssion line that's in
pl ace al ready?

MR HAZLE: The applicant has been working
very closely with the Babbitt famly to site the
transm ssion line in a location that m nimzes any
potential disruptions to their grazing operations. So
we're not aware of any stated concerns fromthe Babbitts
that the transmssion line or its structures would, you
know, prevent the cattle fromreaching these stock tanks
or prevent their, you know, ranchers fromusing them as
they see fit.

MEMBER KRYDER: And you have no stated
questions or concerns that have come fromthe rancher
that's involved there, so there's -- it's never cone on
t he radar screen, so to speak?

MR HAZLE: That's correct. The Babbitts
are very supportive of this project, and the applicant's
noving in lock step wth the managers of the ranch to
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devel op this project.

MEMBER KRYDER: We've got a great database
here because the 500kV is already going through, and if
it hasn't shown any problem | think we could arguably
say that the new one would not cause a problem And that
was where | was trying to drive the question, so just one
nore time, clearly, no indication of any problemthat
you' ve heard of ?

MR HAZLE: That's correct. | think your
characterization is reasonabl e that where the existing
transm ssion |lines don't create an issue for cattle or
grazing, a new transm ssion |line would not create a new
I ssue.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you very nuch
That's been quite hel pful.

MEMBER GOLD: M. Chairnman?

CHWN STAFFORD:. Yes, Menber Col d.

MEMBER GOLD: This is just a question
because |I'm curious, you don't have fences around these
transm ssion towers, do you?

MR HAZLE: No.

MEMBER GOLD: |Is there anything that stops
cattl e from goi ng under thenf

MR HAZLE: No.

MEMBER GOLD: So it becones a noot point,

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 224 VOLUME | 09/07/2023 57

they don't stop anythi ng?

MR HAZLE: That's correct. That's
correct.

MEMBER GOLD: Al right. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Has there been any thought
given to, like, potential cunulative effect of additional
500kV lines? | know the existing ones have been there
for decades without any ill effects, have there been any
studi es or nodeling done to see if an additional --
addi ti onal 500kV lines would have an i npact?

MR HAZLE: W did not do any cunul ative
I npact analysis for this application. You know, our
general belief about siting infrastructure adjacent to
existing facilities is that it sort of mnimzes, you
know, the total environnmental inpacts by consolidating
li ke types of infrastructure. | don't know, M. Brasier
do you have anything to add on transm ssion |ines and
grazing in your professional experience on simlar
proj ects?

MR. BRASIER Yeah, it's difficult to speak
directly to that without any scientific literature in
front of ne, but | would agree that generally wildlife
agenci es' recommendation is to co-locate infrastructure
like this. So |I assune they've considered the potenti al
i mpacts to wldlife novenent or |ivestock when naking
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t hose recommendat i ons.

CHWN STAFFORD: And that seens to be kind
of the conventional wi sdomis, you know, site the
infrastructure, co-locate it, soit's not -- so it has a
smal ler inpact. |'mnot aware of any literature or
studies that would indicate anything contrary to that. |
seemto recall sonewhere sonmeone raising it in the
application or letters from sonebody about potential --
the potential for cunulative effects. But |I'mnot aware
of any studies or scientific literature that woul d
indicate that that is an issue for, you know,
transm ssi on |ines.

| just wanted to confirm are you aware of
any studies or literature that woul d i ndi cate anything
ot her than the conventional wisdomthat it's best to site
infrastructure near other infrastructure?

MR BRASIER No, | understand the concern
w th cunul ative effects, it's sonething we often address
in NEPA. And there could be other considerations, such
as the total disturbance footprint across the | andscape.
But as far as the co-location of transm ssion |ines and
having that many parallel to each other, | don't see
that -- not aware of any literature that establishes that
as a potential risk to wldlife or Iivestock.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.
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MEMBER GOLD: M. Chairnman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber ol d.

MEMBER GOLD: Question, just for
clarification, you have el ectronmagnetic radiati on com ng
fromthe existing lines, you' re going to have
el ectromagnetic radiation comng fromthe new |li nes.

When t hose waves cone together, they'll either anmplify or
cancel out the effects of the radiation. | don't know
what studi es have been done when you're dealing with such
w de open spaces and animals that are wandering through

t he area.

M. Land has experience with el ectronics
all around himfor many years in a nmetal tube wth
el ectronics all around; he doesn't seemto have any
harnful results fromthat. | personally don't see it as
an issue, unless anyone knows sonething | don't know.

MR HAZLE: That's correct, Menber Gold. |
don't have a citation in front of me, but there is not
concl usive scientific evidence that transm ssion |ines
affect the, what we would call the fecundity or the
reproduction rate of cattle, you know, nothing

substanti ated by peer-reviewed literature that we're

awar e of.
MEMBER GOLD: Thank you.
MR. ACKEN:. Thank you, Chairnman, Menbers of
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the Commttee.

MR. HAZLE: The Peaks team pl ease proceed
w th our tour.

So as is often the case with our route
tours we kind of, like, pan in to get a cl oser view of
the project substation. W'IlIl tour our way down the |ine
toward the northeast, and then take a stop through each
of our photo sinmulations fromthe surroundi ng key
observation points. | think what -- yeah, this is the
project collection substation.

MEMBER KRYDER: Can you stop there for a

m nut e?

MR. HAZLE: OCh, please pause.

MEMBER KRYDER: Go ahead. | just like to
watch it while you re speaking it. | can't
multitask -- | can't seemto multitask very well, so
sonmetines the -- if you stop like this while you're
talking, |'d appreciate it right here.

MR, HAZLE: Ch, okay.

This is a representative |ayout of the
proj ect substation containing typical facilities that
you'd see in a -- in project substation.

Pl ease conti nue.

Woul d you just pause for ne quick here.

So on the right-hand side of the screen we
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can see the sinulated structures for the existing 500kV
Moenkopi -t o- Cedar Mountain lines. North is to the
| eft-hand side of the screen, and this is the
i nterconnection project Hfranme structure is where the
| i ne proceeds straight ahead.

Pl ease conti nue.

Let's pause here.

So the -- you can see just sort of in
| ooki ng down the barrel of the CEC corridor, this is the
triangular section in -- section of the corridor in
Section 21, with a representative | ayout of the APS
Switchyard. As you heard in testinmony fromthe previous
case, the, you know, total footprint of that swtchyard
has not been, you know, advanced to final engineering
yet. So, again, what we're showi ng here is
representative of a typical 500kV sw tchyard.

The Stellar interconnection project, you
know, sort of waps around the west side of the corridor

and woul d, you know, enter the APS Switchyard fromthe

north.
Pl ease conti nue.
MEMBER KRYDER  One question, please.
MR HAZLE: Yes.
Pause, pl ease.
MEMBER KRYDER: Yeah, thank you.
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As you -- as you -- as this is built out
and you said the green |line was not totally known because
of engineering reasons, this will all -- the green line
will be the fence, right, that's the 8-foot fence, or
what ever, with razor wre.

MR, CHUA: Yes, correct.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Just trying to
conceptualize it. I'mslow-- I"mjust trying to
conceptualize it. I'mslowon that, | recognize. So |
appreciate you taking tine with ne to be able to see
the -- the nice virtual view that you have.

Thanks very nmuch. Go ahead.

MR. HAZLE: Pl ease proceed.

From here we're going to take a stop
t hrough each of our key observation points for the photo
simul ations, the first of which is fromthe Arizona
Trail, which we heard quite a bit about in the previous
case. | could just explain quickly here. The line is
visible, sort of in the center to left portion of the
screen. W have sort of a zooned in call-out in the
vi sual resources to showthat it's rather difficult to
di scern the new transm ssion facilities fromthe existing
towers out there.

Pl ease conti nue.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah, because what you're
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show ng there that's the -- what |'mseeing nostly is the
existing line, correct, those type of structures, because
t he ones you're proposing is a different type of
structure?

MR HAZLE: That's correct. Yeah, we'll
have a zoomin on the visual testinony that wll
illustrate that better.

CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.

MR HAZLE: | think one inportant feature
to note is that the previous case gen-tie cross directly
over the Arizona Trail. This is the closest point
bet ween the Arizona Trail and the interconnection
project; it's about 3 1/2 m|es.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

MR HAZLE: So nuch -- nuch less of a
consi deration here.

Pl ease proceed.

Key observation point 2 is |ocated off of
U S. Route 180. Again, you can see the existing
transm ssion facilities kind of along the horizon where
there's skylined here on the |l eft-hand side. The extent
of the gen-tie for our purposes is nore in this central
portion between the two hills.

Again, with the new structure, it's
difficult to discern fromthe highway and, of course, as
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a caveat, |'ll provide nore detail in the visual
t esti nony.

Pl ease proceed.

Qur final observation point is fromthe
community of Vail, sonetines referred to as "G and Canyon
Junction,” it's kind of the closest residential area to
the interconnection project, and we wanted to be sure and
capture, you know, potential views fromthat area, just
recogni zing that it's the closest, you know, pernanent
established residential area. You can see the area
bet ween the interconnection project and Vail is quite
rural. There's a large area out here that was subdi vi ded

and not quite devel oped.

Key observation point 1 here, | think the
mai n take-away fromVail is that the transmssion line is
just not even visible at this distance. In the visual

resources testinony, we have sort of a highlight show ng
the extent of the line, sort of |ike where it would be on
the horizon if it were visible.

CHWN STAFFORD: | don't even see the
exi sting line.

MR HAZLE: That's correct. Sonetinmes we
i ncl ude key observation points fromareas that we want to
verify and show evi dence for as not having a visual
I npact, and then | guess the flip side of that is, you
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know, sonetinmes we hear feedback, |ike, well, where's
your line in the sinulation, so --

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, | think --

MR HAZLE: -- that bal ancing act.

CHWN STAFFORD: But | think it's always a
good policy to show a key observation point fromthe
nearest residence. So the fact that the nearest
residents can't even see the existing line, mnimzes the
i npact of this project further.

MR HAZLE: W think so.

MEMBER KRYDER: How far is this from-- how
far is this key observation point fromthe project or
fromthe |ine, back of the envel ope?

MR. HAZLE: Back of the envel ope, about six
mles.

MEMBER KRYDER Ckay. And what's the
structure that | seemto see -- oh, go ahead, Dean

MR HAZLE: 10.7 ml es.

MEMBER KRYDER  10. 7, okay.

MR HAZLE: Excuse ne.

MEMBER KRYDER: What's the structure kind
of in the mddle of the picture here?

MR HAZLE: That | ooks |like sort of an
out-facility with a residential property here.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. So there is a
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residential property between here and the -- and the
project, then?

MR HAZLE: Yeah, our -- our policy is to,
you know, we don't trespass on private property when we
t ake these photographs and try and be respectful of
peopl e's homes while trying to capture the nost rel evant
phot ography that we can for our anal ysis.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. So fromthat
structure that's pretty visible, to the -- to 10:00, to
9:30 to its left, is that another house that | see there?
Alittle bit to the right now.

MR HAZLE: This one?

MEMBER KRYDER: No, that one, yeah, is that
a house?

MR HAZLE: Looks like it could be.

MEMBER KRYDER: And what about another two
inches to the right?

MR HAZLE: Here?

MEMBER KRYDER: Right -- little bit nore,
right there. |Is that a property?

MR HAZLE: Looks like it could be.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. So what are the

nearest dwellings to the project distancew se?

MR, HAZLE: | can confirm how nuch cl oser
these structures are to the project on break. | don't
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have that information at ny fingertips. You know, when
we devel op our visual analysis, we endeavor to sel ect
representative |ocations, you know, if we went down the
path of sort of having an observation point at each
resi dence, that would be prohibitive.

MEMBER KRYDER: Well, there's a | ot of
I ssues there. Sure. And | understand that. | don't
need specific distances, but | was really | ooking at
what's the nearest residence to the -- the corridor,
that's -- | would like to know that.

MR HAZLE: (ot cha.

The nearest residence to the
I nterconnection project is the sort of ranch-hand canp on
the CO Bar Ranch, | don't think it's pernmanently
occupi ed, but that would be to the southeast of the
swi tchyard -- APS Sw tchyard.

MEMBER KRYDER: That's the one we tal ked
about yesterday?

MR HAZLE: Correct.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. GCkay. Thank you

very nuch.
MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?
CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.
MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Hazle, nmaybe the
structures, | don't want to call them buildings, but the
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structures that | just saw real quickly when previous, as
we were com ng through the area where the substation is,
maybe that is the -- the ranch-hand facility, but I'm
wondering if we could go back to that.

MR HAZLE: Oh, can the Peaks team back up

to --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Now go forward. Alittle
nmore. Hmm It |looked like it was one of those insets
into the solar facility areas. It |ooked |like there were

some structures there. Maybe you could just confirm
whet her there are any structures at all that are -- not
even residences, but any structures at all that are
closer to the transm ssion |ine.

MR, HAZLE: Absolutely.

MEMBER LI TTLE: That will be sufficient for
me. Thank you.

MR HAZLE: WII do.

Pl ease conti nue.

From here our virtual tour is going to sort
of just pan back out to the initial view, so this wll
| argely conclude our route tour and orientation before we
get into the environnental testinony.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Right down there.

MR HAZLE: | see what you nean. I'IIl --
"Il look into that. |'malnost positive it's not a
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residential structure, but we can confirm

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. This seens |ike
a good tinme for a break. W' ve been going for about
90 mnutes now. |'msure the court reporter could use
one. | think the rest of us could as well.

Let's take a 10-m nute recess.

(Recessed from11:32 a.m until 11:51 a.m)

CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
recor d.

M. Acken, please continue.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you, Chairnman, Menbers of
the Commttee. W are back frombreak. W just finished
the presentation of the virtual tour, and we are going to
shift into the next topic of our testinony, which is the
public outreach. M. Hazle's going to cover this. And
we're going to cover it in tw parts. W're going to
tal k about public out -- excuse ne -- public outreach
that predated the CEC application filing. And then,
agai n, you know, nore specific public notice that was
done, both as required by |law or procedural order and as
suppl enentary done. |If you want additional details, the
public outreach summary exhibit is marked for
i dentification as SES-4.

Q So, M. Hazle, let's start just with a general
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overview of the goals and activities for the public
out reach process.

A (MR HAZLE) The goal of our public outreach was
to introduce the project to the surroundi ng conmunity,
i ncludi ng property owners, key regul atory stakehol ders,
and, you know, a list of relevant Native Anerican tribes
in the vicinity to provide theminformation about the
project and al so provide the opportunity for individuals
to pass along direct feedback to the project team or ask
gquestions to the project team

To achieve this goal, we use a variety of

outreach nmethods that 1'll cover in nore detail, but are
sumari zed on the | eft-hand screen. These include both
print and digital nedia, and cul mnate in an in-person
open house, which we held here in Flagstaff.

Q How were nenbers of the public able to contact
t he project tean?

A (MR HAZLE) When we kicked off the public
I nvol vement process, we established a dedi cated project
e-mai | address and a dedi cat ed phone nunmber. What's nice
about setting up a dedicated line and e-mail account is
that multiple menbers of the project team can nonitor
t hose accounts at all tinmes, so that in the event that
soneone |left a voicenmail on the phone nunber, | would get
notified, and at |east two of ny coll eagues woul d get
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notified in case sonebody was out on vacation. Just
hel ps us keep things covered for nore i medi ate replies.
Sane is true for the e-mail address.

Addi tionally, we used SWCA here as a | ocal
mai | i ng address for anyone who was interested in
submtting witten comments to the project team And,
| astly, we set up a project website, which was dedi cated
to this project and is sort of a central repository for
us to post new current information about the project, its
outreach, opportunities to coment, things of that
nat ur e.

The project website does include a comment
submttal formthat would all ow soneone to just submt a
coment through the website. When that happens, their
comment is directed through this e-mail address to ny
i nbox. W included the website |ink, e-nmail address,
phone number, and mailing address in our public outreach
newsl etters and newspaper advertisenents. And the soci al
nmedi a advertisenents that we ran for this project were
linked to the project website, which is intended to
provi de, you know, further detail on the project itself.

Q How di d you notify the public about the open
house?

A (MR HAZLE) The principle neans of our outreach
was putting together a direct mailing for the project.
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This letter includes a description of the project, it
i ncluded a map showing the limts of the solar project
and the transm ssion line. O course, the contact
information to the project team which | just descri bed
in the last remarks. And, of course, the date, tine, and
pl ace of the open house itself.

We sent this outreach letter to property owners
wthin a mle of the project, key regulatory
st akehol ders, the South R m Property Omers Associ ati on,
the Arizona Trail Association, regul atory agenci es,
including, well, | guess, they're not a regul atory
agency, but Grand Canyon National Park was invited to the
open house, as well as the Coconino and Kai bab Nati onal
Forest, U S. Fish & WIldlife Service, Arizona Gane & Fi sh
Departnment, the State Land Departnent, and several key
contacts at Coconi no County.

Tri bal contacts for our outreach letter included
t he Navaj o Nation, Hopi, Hual apai Tribe -- Hopi and
Hual apai Tri bes, Havasupai Tribes, anong others in the
state of Arizona. Additionally, we ran a newspaper
adverti senment for the open house in the Arizona Daily
Sun, circulating that on two dates | eading up to the open
house itself.

And we ran a Facebook advertisenent that was
targeted to the area around the project with the
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screenshot of the Facebook ad here on the right-hand
screen. Again, linking individuals who are interested to
the project website, and directly including the open
house event details in the Facebook ad itself.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Just to clarify, there are
no property owers within a mle, aside fromthe ranch,
ri ght?

MR HAZLE: State |and and the Babbitts.

MEMBER LI TTLE: ©Ch, thank you. Ckay.

MR. HAZLE: Facebook advertising netrics
I ndicate that we reached approximately 2,100 uni que
accounts with this advertisenent, it was clicked on eight
times, and did not have any other forns of engagenent.

BY MR ACKEN

Q Descri be the open house. It looks like famliar
carpet to another open house we saw?

A (MR HAZLE) That's right. This in-person open
house was held at the Doubletree Hotel here in Flagstaff
on Route 66. That's M. Land there in the photo. He
attended in person as a representative of Stellar. And,
you know, as we typically do for open houses, we had a
nunber of poster boards wth information about both the
solar project and the transm ssion |line, what permts are
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requi red, what the project entails generally. And this
format just sort of allows interested nenbers of the
public to peruse at their |leisure and then ask either
SWCA or Stellar questions directly. This open house was
held in the evening from5:30 to 7:30, you know,
hopefully to be as conveni ent as possible for nenbers of
the public to attend. W did have four public nenbers
attend. You know, for full disclosure two of those
att endees were, you know, representatives of Babbitt
Ranches, M. Cordasco attended wi th another one of his
col | eagues, and then we had a staffer for Supervisor
Begay from Coconi no County attend as wel | .

So that was the in-person open house held in
m d- June ahead of filing the CEC application.

Q Next, tal k about the public coments you' ve
received as a result of the outreach efforts that you' ve
descri bed.

A (MR HAZLE) W' ve received a handful of comrents
on the project that were generated by our outreach
activities, those are shown here on the | eft-hand screen.
First one, you know, was a supportive comment from
Babbi tt Ranches provi ded at the open house, no reply
necessary fromthe applicant. The San Carl os Apache
Tribe did reply to our outreach letter sinply noting that
they had no concerns with the project. [|If any of the
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commttee nenbers were sort of confused by the form of
their reply, they provided their reply on a Section 106
consultation form and just to be clear, we haven't gone
t hrough formal Section 106 consultation at this tine.
That will happen during the NEPA process, but we

under stand sonetines the tribes just use this formas a
general neans of providing a comment on a project.

Additionally, we received a comment froma
property owner who was interested in knowi ng whet her they
could receive electric service fromthe project's
transmssion line. W replied to that project -- or
excuse ne -- replied to that comment explaining that this
Is a transm ssion | evel voltage |ine which, you know, you
can't provide a direct residential tap to, it would have
to conme through the distribution network.

W did refer themto a page on Arizona Public
Service's website about establishing new custoner
connections. W offered to speak with that i ndividual
and did not have any reply to our offer.

Finally, we had a comment from G and Canyon
Nati onal Park that came in through our website, and their
principle question was, "lIs this project going to be

visible fromthe South R n?" Qur answer for this is

straightforward, "No, the project wll not be visible
fromthe South Rm" W offered to set up a neeting with
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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an individual from Grand Canyon Nati onal Park who
provi ded that comment, and we did not have any reply to
our offer.

CHWN STAFFORD: Now, when you say the project
won't be visible fromthe South RRm you're tal king about
the solar array and the transm ssion line, correct?

MR HAZLE: That's correct. And we
clarified that in the reply, and actually, to be clear,
the Grand Canyon's comment specifically asked if the
solar facilities or the transm ssion |ine would be
visible, and we replied that neither would be.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.

MEMBER KRYDER: How far is it to the South
Rim back of the envel ope?

MR HAZLE: | think it's in the vicinity of
50 ml es.

MEMBER KRYDER  That's what | thought too.
| thought pretty good eyesight.

Thanks.

BY MR ACKEN
Q Thank you, M. Hazle.

And next, let's tal k about the public notice
conduct ed specifically for this hearing. Including the
statutorily required newspaper and certified nai
notices, as well as the additional notices that were
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provi ded?

A (MR HAZLE) W filed the CEC application on
July 24, 2023, which, of course, kicks off the official
public notice process for these hearings here today. The
first notice requirenent that we tackle as a project team
iIs neeting the two within 10 rule, which is to publish
the full Notice of Hearing in a newspaper of general
circulation two tines wthin 10 days of filing.

We net that requirenent by publishing on July 29
and August 1st in the Arizona Daily Sun, which is the
newspaper of record for Coconino County, and the main
newspaper in the Flagstaff area. A screenshot of the
notice itself is shown on the right-hand screen, along
wth an affidavit of publication. Both the tear sheet
and the affidavit are included in the public invol venent
summary exhi bit.

O course, the Notice of Hearing itself
identified public view ng | ocati ons where interested
menbers of the public could go in person and | ook through
an actual copy of the binder, the application binder, if
they were interested in doing so. W coordinated to have
copi es of the application available at the main Fl agstaff
Coconi no County Library in downtown Flagstaff, and al so
at the East Flagstaff Library on the other side of town.
The Flagstaff Library confirmed recei pt of our
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application copies on July 31st. That e-nail
confirmation is shown on the right-hand screen here.

The next prescriptive step is to notify areas of
affected jurisdictions, as defined by statute. 1In this
case, those areas of affected jurisdiction are Coconino
County and Arizona State Land Departnment. M. Acken
provided a notice of filing to ACC docket control, and
docket control provides that notice to the affected
jurisdictions by certified mail.

Certified mail receipts were posted to the
docket for this case and are duplicated in the public
I nvol vement summary we have here today. So that
requi rement was net by July 31st. W also posted Public
Notice signs at two key locations, the first of which is
right along U S. 180, with the goal of, you know, having
it at the closest point to sort of a main travel route

along the project. And then the second |location is on

the Arizona Trail, with the only added caveat that the
Arizona Trail is about 3 1/2 mles fromthe project in
this case. Nevertheless, it felt |like a rel evant

| ocati on, and we put up a sign there.

The signs thensel ves include sort of a
sinmplified bl ack-and-white version of the map, hearing
date, tine, and place, the docket nunber, and the project
website. Those were installed by August 16, which neets
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the deadline of having the signs installed at | east
20 days ahead of the hearings.

Al t hough it's not, you know, required in a
prescriptive sense, we did send out a prehearing
newsl etter to the sane mailing list that we used for the
open house, newsl etters screenshotted here on the
ri ght-hand side basically lets the sane group of people
know -- the sane group of people that we invited to the
open house, let them know that CEC hearings are going to
occur in Flagstaff on, you know, Septenber 7 and 8, with
alink to the project website and a note sayi ng that
renote participation links are available or wll be
avai l abl e on the project website.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER  Perhaps |I' mgetti ng ahead
of the gane, and if so, please shut nme down. | notice
that there are a couple of public residents back in the
gallery here. M question goes toward when you nake
notices, and I would like, if it's acceptable to the
Chai rman, to ask the guests, "How were you notified? Let
nme know how you heard about us."

MR HAZLE: The guests in the back of the
room are mny coll eagues who hel ped ne devel op the
application at vari ous points.
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MEMBER KRYDER: I n that case, you're on
payroll, forget about it. Sorry.

MR HAZLE: That's all right.

MR ACKEN. Menber Kryder, you're like the
fourth or fifth person that's had that sane questi on.
was one of themas well.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you very nuch

MR, HAZLE: At the project open house,
often do ask that of attendees, you know, because | share
the sanme curiosity, you know, |ike which -- which --
whi ch outreach nmethod got you in the roomtoday, and
typically, it's the Facebook adverti senent and the direct
mai |l er seemto be the nost effective at bringing people
in, just in ny personal experience.

MEMBER KRYDER: I n the hearing that we had
t he past two days, the question was brought up are things
li ke the classified ad in the newspaper of anything
except an expense to you? And, obviously, we can put
thi ngs on X or Facebook, we can do a variety of things,
but who reads that stuff? And, you know, the -- the

statute was witten, what, at |east nore than 10 years

ago, and --
MEMBER LI TTLE:  50.
CHWN STAFFORD:. 50.
MEMBER KRYDER: Yeah, | know -- | know it
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was 50, but | was giving it the benefit of the doubt.
VWhat do we do | ooking at the next 10 or 50 years? | know
that's not a part of your presentation, but |I note you
guys are elbows into this stuff, what -- what would be an
effective way, in your opinions, in your experience, of
reachi ng peopl e, because there nust be sonebody out there
who's got a bone to pick with you that's tal ki ng over
cof fee or sonething, and they ought to get a chance to be
heard. Ckay.

MR HAZLE: | think the Comm ssion has an
open policy docket right now, | ooking at ways to update
the adm nistrative rules, you know, our -- part of our
outreach strategy is to use nultiple nmeans of
communi cation to try and capture a wi de audi ence. So we
do use, you know, very specific and targeted neans of
communi cation, like a direct nmailer to property owners.
You know, and often those nore targeted direct
conmmuni cations of nore information, like a full letter.
And then as we step out to a w der audi ence, we often
have a nore general approach.

So the wi der audi ence would be the Arizona
Dai ly Sun newspaper. You know, | always | ook up the

circulation of the newspapers that | run ads in, has a,

you know, daily print circul ation of about 30 -- excuse
me -- 6,500 readers, and | believe nearly 225,000 online
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readers.

So, you know, we do try to cast a broad net
and, you know, the -- let the chips fall where they may
after conducting that outreach.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you very nuch. |
appreci ate your serious attenpts to get at that question.
And | know that it is a troublesone sort of thing. 1've
sat, at one point, at a simlar desk, and how do you find
anybody until they cone in and throw eggs at you?

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Perhaps this is the
appropriate tine for ne to beat ny horse. Wich is I
would just |like to state for the record that, you know,
you guys did everything you were required to do and nore,
and | appreciate that also. But in these rural areas, |
would -- | would really like to see applicants extend the
breadth of the -- the -- what do you call it? The
Facebook and those kinds of outreach to include areas
that -- the towns that are surround the area not just the
i medi ate area.

Thank you.

CHWN STAFFCORD: | had a follow up question.
VWhat did you say that the paper readership was conpared
to the online readership? Was it -- did | hear
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6, 000- sonet hing for the paper readership and then, I|iKke,
100, 000-sonet hing for the online view ng?

MR HAZLE: That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: And what is the cost
di fference between, say, an online ad that would reach at
| east 6,000 viewers, as conpared to a single publication
expense?

MR HAZLE: | don't have those nunbers at
my fingertips. A lot of times when | publish in
newspapers you get both, you know, it runs in the online
edition and it also runs in the print edition. | usually

confirmthat it runs in the print edition since

that's --
CHWN STAFFORD: A requirenent.
MR HAZLE: -- what the statute gets at.
CHWN STAFFORD: Right. But the -- so when
you do the online advertisenent, is there -- you're able

to track how many people actually clicked on it and
viewed it, right?

MR, HAZLE: On Facebook, yes. And | w il
say the Facebook ads are extrenely cost-effective
conpared to newspaper -- even just a newspaper ad,
nmean, certainly conpared to running an ad in the Arizona
Republic, which can be thousands of dollars. Arizona
Daily Sun is nore reasonable; | think those notices were
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in the hundreds of dollars. Facebook, you can reach
t housands of people at $10 a day. And you can have
confi dence that those people are in the vicinity of your
proj ect rather than, you know, wherever the newspaper is
circul ating.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you, Chairnman, Menbers of
the Comm ttee.

Q A couple of followup questions on that |ine of
questioning. One, can you clarify again the online
circulation for the Arizona Daily Star [sic], because
|'ve heard a couple different nunbers, and | want to nake
sure we're precise?

A (MR HAZLE) The public invol venent exhibit,
SES-4, on page 2, has sone further information about our
newspaper advertisenments. |In that exhibit we state the
Arizona Daily Sun estimates it has 225,000 uni que website
users per nonth. And that's information that the Daily
Sun provided to ne.

Q Ckay. Thank you.

And then | want to follow up on Menber Kryder's
question or |ine of questioning, do you approach the
public outreach process the sanme, whether a project is
| ocated in town or in a rural area?

A (MR HAZLE) We tailor our public involvenent to
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the specifics of each project. You know, certainly, just
at a broad level if it's rural versus urban or suburban,
but then al so, you know, where -- where in the permtting
process is the project, is this the first opportunity the
public has had to | earn about a project? Have they seen
it before in a County permtting? Those are all things
we take into account when we're doing that initial round
of public outreach for the open house.

Cbvi ously, the Notice of Hearing is prescriptive
and we neet those requirenents. But where we have nore
latitude in the initial phase, we take a |ot of unique
proj ect considerations into account.

Q And woul d you agree with ne that, generally
speaking, if you have a project near a residential area,
you're nore likely to receive comments than a project
that's in a very renote rural area?

A (MR HAZLE) Yes.

Q Thank you.

Now |*mgoing to turn to -- we are going to turn
to the |l ast portion of our direct case for this panel,
which is SWCA' s environnental resource analysis. So
again, M. Hazle, if you would, please summarize the
anal yses you conducted in support of the application.

A (MR HAZLE) SWCA prepared the CEC application
and each of the exhibits contained therein. The
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environnental conpatibility primarily focuses
on -- excuse ne -- Exhibits A through J of the CEC
application. 1'll cover |and use, visual, cultural, and

noi se before offering ny global opinion on the
envi ronnental conpatibility. M. Brasier will cover
bi ol ogi cal resources and recreation in his testinony.

Q Bef ore we hop into the discussion of the
specific resources, identify the study area that you
used. Sonetines we tal ks about the study area and sone
of the maps m ght show a study area, although not
necessarily these, for how you define the area in which
you're going to eval uate resources.

A (MR HAZLE) In this case, we used a one-mle
study area as sort of the starting point baseline for our
resource anal yses, a one-nmle study area, in this case
was sufficient to capture sort of the variety of
| andscapes. Again, the study area is an area or is a
topic that can vary by project, and where there's
di fferent or unique settings in the area of the project
we can sort of expand that study area to capture it. In
this instance, one mle is sufficient to capture the
surroundi ng ar ea.

Q Descri be | and jurisdiction and ownership in the
vicinity of the project.

A (MR HAZLE) As Ms. Silver testified earlier,

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ

86



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 224 VOLUME | 09/07/2023 87

both the solar project and the interconnection gen-tie
are in unincorporated Coconino County. So |and use
entitlenents lie with the County Pl anni ng and Zoni ng
Comm ssion and the County Board of Supervisors. The
ownershi p of the project area, again, is the checkerboard
of state trust parcels and private property. Wth the
private property being owned by the Babbitts or Babbitt
Ranches.

Just by area, this CEC corridor which, again, is
t he bl ack polygon, solid black outlined polygon here is
about 72 percent private property, 28 percent Arizona
State Trust Land. You can see kind of a broader area on
the right-hand screen here, the light green is the Kai bab
Nat i onal Forest, on the north and south side of the CO
Bar Ranch; dark green is the Coconi no National Forest;
bl ue, of course, is state trust; and the orange is the
Navaj o Nation. | believe the nearest point between the
I nt erconnection project and the Navajo Nation is about
6.8 mles.

Q VWhat are the existing |land uses in the area?

A (MR HAZLE) The existing land use in the
vicinity of the project is primarily grazing. So, again,
it's an active cattle ranch managed by the Babbitts. The
next nmost promnent land use is utilities, so there's the
exi sting transm ssion corridor, which we've spoken about,
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which is imediately south of the planned transm ssion
line. And then there's a nunber of other nei ghboring
renewabl e energy devel opnents that are in various phases
of planning and construction. So, | guess, you know, at
| east one of those projects is under construction

al ready, naybe in the transition to an existing | and use
froma planned | and use.

The Coconi no County Zoning District for this
area i s the general designation. Coconino County has the
general land use -- or excuse ne -- general zoning
district for portions of the county that are rural and
not specifically designated for other specific uses.

A solar energy facility and its generation-tie
line are allowed uses in the general zoning district
t hrough the County's Conditional Use Permt process.

And, again, as Ms. Silver testified, this project has
received its County entitlenments from Coconi no County as
part of the prior developer's efforts in getting the
project underway. Wen Stellar acquired the 1886 portion
of that devel opnent, those CUP approvals were transferred
to Stellar as part of that acquisition.

Q Descri be whether the recently designated
nati onal nmonunent will have any effect on the project and
vi ce versa?

A (MR HAZLE) The recent designation of the
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ancestral footprints of the G and Canyon Nati onal
Monunent is a topic that both the applicant and SWCA are
tracking closely. The national nonunment, at least in
this area, consists of a portion of the Kaibab Nati onal
Forest that's north of the CO Bar Ranch. Nationa
nonunment desi gnation was nmade on August 8th, and | think
what's, you know, inportant to understand in this case
iI's, you know, the distance between the nonunment and the
i nterconnection project is greater than it was for the
previ ous case. This distance fromthe APS Sw tchyard up
to the National Monunment is approximately 8.2 niles.
Furthernore, with the low visual profile of solar
facilities, it's unlikely that the solar project would be
visible fromlocations in the national nonunent.
The federal governnent has not started the

process of creating a Monunment Managenent Plan, that's a
process that can take a very long tine to sort of devel op
and, you know, nove through its formal approval
processes. The, you know, this wll be a nulti-agency
endeavor for the federal governnent to devel op a Monunent
Managenent Pl an, but once it is issued, that docunent
will contain the specific objectives and priorities for
using the recently desi gnated nonunent.

Q Next, please descri be Coconino County's plans
for future devel opnents in the area.
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A (MR HAZLE) The prinmary planni ng docunent t hat
we revi ewed for assessing planned | and use in the
vicinity of the project was the 2015 Coconi no County
Conprehensive Plan. As is the case with every county in
Arizona, the conprehensive plan is a policy docunment that
gui des the County's | eadership in howit wants to devel op
t he uni ncorporated areas of the project, or excuse ne, of
t he county.

Conpr ehensi ve plans can include things |ike area
pl ans that have nore specific policies or objectives or
focused areas of the county. |In this case, for the
I nterconnection project in this area of Coconi no County,
it is not inside of an area plan, and the main | and use
prescription for this area is ranchland uses. The
County's overarching goal for ranchland uses is to
conserve wor ki ng ranches, unfragnmented | andscapes and t he
county's rural character.

As | previously nentioned, the applicant is in
| ockstep with the Babbitt famly in siting and devel opi ng
this project. The planned transm ssion line wll be
i medi ately adj acent to an existing transm ssion
corridor, which will consolidate el ectrical
infrastructure and mnimze its rel ated environnent al
I mpacts.

So, overall, the interconnection project is
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consi stent wth that overarching planni ng objective of
the County to conserve its ranchlands. Furthernore, the
conpr ehensi ve plan includes several policies related to
energy, including a policy that reliable, clean energy is
critical to the health, safety, and welfare of residents
in Coconino County. This project clearly neets that

obj ective as a renewabl e energy project inside of the
county.

And, finally, this project does not require any
conpr ehensi ve pl an anendnent or zone change to permt or
devel op. So on nany accounts, the interconnection
project is consistent wth Coconi no County's
conmpr ehensive plan, which is the County's princi pal
pl anni ng docunent for | ong-range pl anni ng.

Q And further to that point, just to confirm
Ms. Silver testified that the project actually has every
County entitlenment it needs for devel opnent; is that
correct?

A (Ms. SILVER) Yes, that's correct.

Q Thank you.

So, as the Conmmittee knows, one of the things we
need to do in Exhibit Hto the application is identify
t he existing plans of state, |ocal governnent, and
private entities for other developnents in the vicinity
of the proposed route. This is the Exhibit H requirenent
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that you'll hear us refer to.

Summari ze again for the Commttee in this
heari ng what existing plans you found?

A (MR HAZLE) Wth respect to plans for private

devel opnent, we're aware of, you know, at |east three
ot her renewabl e energy devel opnents that are all being
pl anned or constructed on the CO Bar Ranch in the
vicinity of the 1886 Sol ar Energy Stati on.

So, you know, starting close to U S. 180 from
t he west and noving east, there is the CO Bar Sol ar
Conpl ex; that project has received its County
entitlenents, as we explained earlier, and is sort of In
the imediate vicinity of the 1886 project. Mywving to
the east again is a project referred to as the Babbitt
Ranch Energy Center, that project contains both wind and
solar facilities and is under construction presently.

Finally, farther to the west yet, or excuse ne,
farther to the east is the Forged Ethic Wnd Energy
project, which, you know, kind of sits in this corner by
the Navajo Nation and up to the Kai bab Nati onal Forest
there. Al three of those projects are interconnecting
to the sane APS Switchyard as the 1886 i nterconnection
project is. Although all of these projects share conmon
| andowners in the Babbitts and Arizona State Trust,
Stellar is only involved and is only devel oping the 1886
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pr oj ect .

To identify plans of the state and | ocal
governnents, we send out a direct mailing sinply asking
our sort of public stakeholder contact list, "Are you
aware of any plans for devel opnent in the area?" W
often refer to that as our Exhibit Hletter and it is a
st and- al one conmmuni cation fromthe open house outreach
and public notice outreach that | previously descri bed.
Those letters were mail ed on June 2nd.

The entities we included in that outreach letter
are identified here on the right-hand side, and again,

i ncl ude, you know, a conprehensive list of regul atory
agenci es, national forest, G and Canyon National Park and
Native Anerican tribes. W received one letter in reply
to the Exhibit H outreach, which was fromthe Arizona
Gane & Fish Departnment. The Gane & Fi sh Departnent did
not identify any plans for devel opnent, but rather used
it as an opportunity to provide us with a coment letter
containing their recommended -- recomended best
managenent practices for construction. M. Brasier wll
remark on that letter in his biological resources
t esti nony.

Q So what are your overall conclusions wth
respect to the project's conpatibility for | and use?

A (MR HAZLE) Overall, the interconnection project
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Is conpatible with both existing and pl anned | and uses,
sort of the key elenent of that conpatibility is that the
line is sited i nmmedi ately adjacent to an exi sting

hi gh-vol tage transm ssion corridor.

The interconnection project will not interfere
wi th the ongoing ranching activities on the CO Bar Ranch,
and it, you know, as | previously described, the project
Is consistent with the County's | ong-range pl anni ng
docunent, which is the conprehensive plan, and
furthernore, has all of its County entitl enents.

O course, the interconnection project and the
solar project are conpatible wth the other planned
renewabl e generating projects on the ranch. So, overall,
our conclusion is that the project is conpatible wth
| and uses in the vicinity.

Q Thank you.

Earlier you testified about inferences that can
be drawn regarding conpatibility with respect to grazi ng,
based on the absence of concerns raised by Babbitt
Ranches' personnel.

Do you recall that testinony?

A (MR HAZLE) | do.

Q Know ng what you know about Babbitt Ranches, and
their involvenent in this project, is there anything
further you can say on that specific question?
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A (MR HAZLE) Yeah, if the Babbitt famly had any
concerns what soever about the transm ssion |ine
interfering with ranching, we would know about it. W
haven't had any of those concerns raised by the Babbitt
famly, and, you know, |I'm confident that the Babbitt
famly, you know, is not shy about |etting people know
when they're concerned about sonething.

SWCA, as a conpany, has worked with the Babbitts
since the 1980s, when we were founded in Flagstaff and
are in direct communication with M. Cordasco on a
regul ar basi s.

Q And, Ms. Silver, simlar question to you, you
have nmet, very recently, the representatives of Babbitt
Ranches; isn't that correct?

A (Ms. SILVER) That is correct. And so we net

wth Billy Cordasco yesterday, Stephen, nyself, and

diver, and we discussed the project. He made sure to
tell us that he's -- he's fully in agreenent with this
project and is excited for it to -- to get to the next
st ages.

Q Thank you.

M. Brasier -- is the Conmttee confortable with
hi m over there, or do you want himto nove, switch spots
w th one of our other w tnesses, for his biol ogical
resource testinony?
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CHWN STAFFORD: Well, you know what, this
seens |i ke a good breaking spot for lunch, because it's
12:34 now. | think we should break for |Iunch now and
cone back and get to M. Brasier's testinony.

MEMBER LI TTLE: I n answer to your question,
M. Acken, | think he's fine.

MR. ACKEN. Ckay. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Wth that, we
w il take a lunch recess and cone back at approxinmately
1: 30.

We stand in recess.

(Recessed from12:35 p.m until 1:33 p.m)

(Menmber Soners joins the proceedings.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the

recor d.

M. Acken, before we go back to your direct
of M. Brasier, |I'd like to address the potentiality of a
tour wwth the Commttee. |, nyself, amsatisfied with

the virtual tour and do not feel that a physical tour is
necessary, but | wll look to ny fell ow nenbers to see
what their pleasure is.

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Seeing no
interest in a tour, there wll not be one.

M. Acken, please proceed.
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MR. ACKEN. Thank you, M. Chairman. Yes,
right before we broke I noted we were going to go to the
bi ol ogi cal resource testinony of M. Brasier.

Q So at this tinme, M. Brasier, |I'd |like you to
provi de an overvi ew of the resource anal ysis you
conduct ed.

A (MR BRASI ER) Sure. The biol ogical resource
i nvestigations for this project began when it was still
part of the CO Bar Sol ar Conplex. So, as usual, we begin
wth the desktop review, which includes a query of the
US Fish &WIldlife Service information for planning and
consul tati on database, as well as the Arizona Gane & Fi sh
Departnent’'s online environnental reviewtool, and a site
visit was conducted in February of 2020, which is
i ncluded as Exhi bit B-1.

We have conducted nultiple other site visits in
the study area for other projects and have a strong
famliarity wth the biological setting of the area.

Once Stellar acquired the project, we conducted
addi ti onal desktop review to obtain new lists fromthe

| PaC tool and the AGFD online environnental review tool.
And these reports help identify the potential for special
status species and the areas of biological wealth in the
study area.

Q Tal k about your coordination with Gane & Fi sh on
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t his one.
A (MR, BRASI ER) Sure.

The Arizona Gane & Fish Departnent was notified
about the interconnection project through the open house
and Exhibit Hletters. AG-D provided a comment letter in
response, dated July 13th, 2023. This letter is included

© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

in the CEC application as Exhibit H2. AG-D provided a
nunber of recommendati ons for best managenment practices
to mnimze inpacts to wildlife in the interconnection
proj ect .

AG-D did not express any specific concerns
related to the interconnection project and noted that
Babbi tt Ranches has been a | eader in proactively
i ncorporating wldlife conservation actions as stewards
of public and private | ands.

Q Next, tell us about the biological setting in
which the project's located. | imagine it's simlar to
your testinony fromthe other day, but for this record.

A (MR BRASIER) Yes, it's quite simlar.

The i nterconnection project is located in a

sem -desert shrub-steppe | andscape, which is interspersed

with patches of juniper woodl ands and arid gl assl ands.
There is no deciduous or riparian vegetation, and no
I ndi cati on of pernanent water features.

And as with the previous case, this gen-tie
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corridor is |located adjacent to existing |linear
transm ssion i nfrastructure.

Q What about areas of biological wealth, did you
identify any of those?

A (MR BRASIER) The study area intersects two
wildlife |inkages identified by AGFD in an inportant
connectivity zone in the eastern portion of the study
area. No other areas of biological inportance were
identified, either in the US. Fish & WIldlife Service
dat abase response, or the AGFD dat abase response.

Q What about special status species, endangered
speci es, things of that nature?

A (MR BRASI ER) The interconnection project is
ei t her outside the known range of threatened and
endanger ed species |listed under the ESA or does not
contain suitable habitat for those species. One
candi date for ESA listing, the Mnarch butterfly, nmay
occur in the study area, nectar-producing plants used by
the butterfly, such as rabbit brush have been observed in
the study area and m | kweed, which is used for egg
| aying, is also known to occur in the vicinity.

Construction of the project may i npact
i ndi vi dual ©Monarchs through m nor habitat | oss from
per manent di sturbance, but we woul d expect individuals to
shift their use to nearby habitats, which are abundant in
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the region, and we woul d not expect those affects to rise
to the popul ation | evel.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | have a concern about the
Monarch butterfly. And as | was reading through this
application, after having just read through the
application we considered earlier this week, it occurred
to nme that although this particular project, just the
transm ssion line itself, probably has very little, if
no -- or will have very little, if no inpact on the
butterfly, the rabbit brush, and the ml kweed and it
woul d be very mnor. But taken as a whole, in this area,
it seens like there's an awful | ot of projects, sonme of
whi ch we have sone say so about and sone of which we
don't, but it's going to disturb a great deal of the |and
that the Monarch butterfly may -- may use.

And it's, you know, if we take each little
project one by one, they don't make that much i npact,
but, in total, there's a lot of land that's going to be
di sturbed. And I'm not sure how we can deal with that or
how t hat can be dealt with by applicants. It's a
concern, and | don't know what the solution is or if
there's even any way to address it.

MR ACKEN. Menber Little, if | could
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follow up on that, and I'll direct the question to

M. Brasier. You know, | understand and respect your,
you know, sensitivity to the limts of jurisdiction here,
we don't have connected actions in siting, that's not
somet hi ng we consi der, or queue for the inpacts for

ei t her.

Q But, M. Brasier, | nean, it is a fact, and so
wth that in mnd, and with your know edge, what are your
t houghts, in light of the types of projects that are
going in, the overall area, both associated with the
projects and outside of the project area, can you provide
us your perspective on Menber Little's question?

A (MR BRASIER) Sure. | think that's an inportant
concern to note for inpacts to Monarch butterfly, iIn
general. Specific to this area, | would note that this
isn't exactly the nost attractive habitat for Monarchs.
It's al nost inpossible to rule out their presence,
because they cover such a large area, they're very
mgratory, and they can use a wde variety of flowering
pl ants when they're feeding.

But the nost inportant habitat for Mnarchs
tends to be riparian areas or other habitats that support
| arge quantities of m | kweed, which is very inportant,
they will not lay their eggs on other plant species. So
sone m | kweed has been observed in this general region,
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but there's no dense concentrations of it, and there's no
ri parian areas or other water features that woul d be
consi dered i nportant habitat for the Monarch butterfly.

And then maybe an addendumto that is that these
projects are al so subject to NEPA, which includes a
review of threatened and endangered species. Typically,
the | ead federal agency wll consult wth U S. Fish and
Wldlife Service on potential inpacts to the Monarch and
ot her species, which provides another opportunity to
revi ew those actions and determne if any other best
managemnment practices need to be i npl enent ed.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you. That's very
reassuri ng.

CHWN STAFFORD: Just a quick foll owup on
that. Yes, because there will be a NEPA process because
t he Bureau of Reclamation is a part owner of the existing
500kV lines, to which the switchyard will connect. So
they will | ook at the cumul ative inpact of all four
projects that will tie into this swtchyard, correct, as
part of their eval uation?

MR BRASIER That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Even though we don't
have the ability to | ook at all those, sonebody does, so
that review w !l take place at the federal |evel, then?

MR, BRASIER  Yes.
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CHWN STAFFORD: Great. Thank you very
nmuch.
MR ACKEN:. Thank you, Chairnman and Menber
Little.
Q M. Brasier, let's nove now to eagl es and ot her
speci al status species.
A (MR. BRASI ER) Yes.

So this project is also wthin the year-round
range for the golden eagle, which, as we've established,
covers nuch of Arizona, and foraging habitat for the
species is al so present; however, preferred nesting
substrate, such as cliffs or large trees, are not present
in the study area.

For bald eagles, we are also wthin the
non- breedi ng range for the species and individuals may
pass through the study area and there are secondary
foragi ng resources, such as carrion present, but bald
eagl e breeding habitat, which consists of |large trees and
snags wthin one mle of |arge water bodies, is not
present.

And with the inplenentation of the mtigation
measures, which will be described on the next slide,
there's | ow potential for the interconnection project to
af fect bald and gol den eagl es.

Q Let's talk about the mtigation neasures. You
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nmenti oned Gane & Fi sh recommended sone, and of course,

our recommended or proposed CEC i ncludes them \Wat are
your thoughts on mtigation neasures proposed to mnimze
effects on biol ogical resources?

A (MR BRASI ER) Yeah.

So the minim zati on neasures you see on the |eft
slide here are consistent with the recommendati ons of
AGFD. These neasures include pre-construction burrow
surveys and mgratory bird nest surveys, using wildlife
escape ranps and trenches, designing the transm ssion
line, in accordance with APLIC gui delines, and other
constructi on best managenent practices, which are
described in Exhibit C

Q Provi de your conclusions with respect to the
project's conpatibility for biological resources.

A (MR BRASIER) The project is not likely to
significantly affect any special status species or their
habitat or any areas of biological wealth. The
I nterconnection project is not expected to inhibit
w |l dlife novenent through the area, and other than the
wildlife |linkages identified by AG-D, there are no other
areas of biological wealth in the study area and
surroundi ng vicinity.

Stellar plans to i npl enent appropriate
mtigation nmeasures, including construction best
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managenent practices; therefore, the interconnection
project is conpatible wth biol ogical resources.

Q Thank you, M. Brasier.

Next, we're going to turn to visual resources,
and back to M. Hazle. Describe your approach to
eval uati ng vi sual resources.

A (MR HAZLE) Qur approach for assessing visual
resources, in general, and specifically for this CEC
application, involves initially characterizing the
project area and its surroundi ngs and identifying within
that area what the sensitive viewpoints nay be where
I ndi vidual s could see the project and, you know, maybe
have permanent views affected by new facilities.

After we conplete that assessnent, we, you know,
physically visit those sensitive view ng | ocations and
sel ect key observation points. W take photographs from
t hose | ocations, facing toward the project. And then we
use conputer nodeling software to sinulate the project
facilities in those existing conditions photos.

The conputer software takes into account the
viewer's perspective, the tine of day, the lighting
condi ti ons, the distance between the viewer and the
facilities. So these are really scaled photo-realistic
photo sinmul ations that we create for the benefit of the
CEC application. Wth those in hand, we use the photo
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sinmulations to assess the degree of visual inpacts from
those sensitive viewing |locations for the interconnection
pr oj ect .

Just a little bit of background about the visual
setting, this general area north of Flagstaff is referred
to as the San Francisco plateau; it can be characterized
by having small shall ow canyons, flat or gently rolling
pl ai ns, generally open views with | ow stature vegetation,
| i ke grassl ands or pinyon-juniper.

We heard a | ot about the Arizona Trail in the
previ ous case, you know, it's -- it's also true for this
project that it crosses the CO Bar Ranch; however, it's
approximately three mles east of the APS Swi tchyard, so
it's farther away fromtoday's interconnection project.

A coupl e key visual features in the area are the
San Franci sco Peaks north of Flagstaff, with the | aser
poi nter here on the right screen; and Red Butte, which is
this topographic features about 17 mles to the
northwest. Red Butte is an inportant |ocation in
Coconino County that is often | ooked at for visual
resources analysis. W ruled it out for this project,
just given the viewing distance at 17 mles is just too
far for transm ssion structures to be discernible from
that | ocation.

So for our key observation points, we sel ected
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three | ocations. The first key observation point is from
the community of Vail, which is an uni ncorporated area of
Coconi no County. This key observation point is, | would
say, representative of the cluster of residences that are
in Vail, where it's nore closely settl ed. | did confirm
on break that there are residences closer to the project,
farther out here, as M. -- or as Menber Kryder pointed
out .

The nearest residence to the interconnection
project in the Vail area is about 5.5 mles fromthe
i nterconnection project. So that is closer than the
vi sual key observation point we have in the CEC
application; however, you know, | think it's worth
noting, you know, that it's our intention in selecting
that | ocation that we're, you know, representing sort of
the nore densely settled area with a greater nunber of
resi dences.

Second location is along U S. 180, so it's a
very well-travel ed road, and we wanted to capture what
the project mght ook Iike for a notorist driving down
the road that m ght be glancing off to the north. And
then, finally, fromthe Arizona Trail, approximately 3.5
mles east of the project itself.

So this is the first project photo sinulation
fromVail, which we saw a preview of in the visual -- or
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in the virtual route tour. From key observation point 1,
the project is not visible, you know, it would -- it's
out here on the horizon, this dashed bar shows the extent
of where the project is in the | andscape. And, you know,
i ndi vidual features are obstructed by existing
| andscape -- land forns or not discernible at this
di st ance.

Qur conclusion is that there are | ow vi sual
i mpacts for the residential area around Vail. This is
fromU S. 180 at a distance of 1.8 mles fromthe
pr oj ect . | think it's worth noting that, you know, even
t hough our sinulation point fromthe residential area in
Vail was farther away than the cl osest residence, you
know, this is a view of the project area at 1.8 m| es.

On the followng slide | just |I have about a
50 percent zoomin, which is not representati ve of what
you woul d see fromyour car, but just for the benefit of
the Commttee, | just wanted to denpnstrate that there
are transm ssion structures sinulated into this inage,
you can see them you know, when you're well zooned in on
the simulation, but at the perspective and di stance of
about 1.8 mles, it's very difficult to pick out the
i ndi vidual transm ssion structures.

CHWN STAFFORD: Are those the existing

structures or is that a simulation of the new --
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MR, HAZLE: These -- these two with ny
| aser pointer are existing --

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

MR HAZLE: -- with the red arrows are
simulated. So sinulated -- we have three sinul ated
structures at the extent of the zoomin here, and then
you can see the twin structures also in the view. And,
actually, the twn existing lattice structures are cl oser
to U S. 180 than the interconnection project are.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. Because you're
north of that, right?

MR HAZLE: Correct.

So our conclusion fromU. S. 180 is that
there are | ow visual inpacts. That's also taking into
consi deration not only that the project will be difficult
to see, but that, you know, the view ng duration of an
i ndi vi dual driving down the highway is nuch shorter than,
say, a resident -- a residence [sic] that m ght | ook out
their kitchen wi ndow or a recreationist on the Arizona
Trail .

The third and final viewpoint is fromthe
Arizona Trail, again, at a distance of about 3.5 mles.
The bracketed, sort of white dashed |ine here, shows the
extent of the inmage that contains new project facilities.
Again, this is sort of the flat, open terrain with
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grassl ands and, you know, |ow stature pinyon-juniper
veget ati on.

Again, for the benefit of the Conmttee, we
can zoomin, you know, understanding that | suppose if
you had binoculars it mght | ook like this, but
otherwise, this isn't going to be what you see. But
there are, you know, individual new transm ssion
structures sinulated on the horizon here, and it's
difficult to -- to pick themout fromthe existing
| attice structures.

So our conclusion is for recreationists on
the Arizona Trail, there will be | ow visual inpacts
related to the interconnection project. Taken
altogether, fromthe three key observati on points, you
know, our gl obal conclusion on visual resources is that
the project is conpatible with the existing visual
setting, and would result in | ow visual inpacts.

Probably the single-nbost inportant thing a
devel oper can do in mnimzing visual inpacts is to site
the transm ssion line where there's already existing
infrastructure, and that's exactly what Stell ar has done
here. So I'd say the, you know, notw thstandi ng bei ng
far away fromsensitive views, to begin with, visual
I npacts are further mnimzed by that consolidation wth
exi sting infrastructure.
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BY MR ACKEN:

Q Thank you, M. Hazle.

Next, we are going to turn to cul tural
resources, which is the second resource category that is
covered by Exhibit E to the application requirenents. So
for that, summarize your approach, M. Hazle.

A (MR HAZLE) Qur approach for CEC applications,
in general, and this project, specifically, is to use the
State's database, which is called AZSITE, to | ook at all
of the past cultural resource investigations that have
happened within a one-mle radius of the interconnection
pr oj ect .

Fromthere, we map out the known cultural sites
inside of that one-mle buffer, and | ook at, you know,
first, what's the distance fromthose sites to the
i nt erconnection project, and then, second, are any of
t hose sites inside of the CEC corridor.

So for this project, just |ooking at what's
al ready been surveyed out on the CO Bar Ranch
approxi mately 70 percent of the CEC corridor has been
previously surveyed to nodern standards. |It's inportant
to note that, you know, anong that 70 percent, there is a
conti nuous corridor of previously surveyed | and inside of
our bl ack pol ygon.

So it's really just the northern sliver, or
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rat her, portions of the northern sliver of the CEC
corridor that haven't been covered by past surveys. The
reason we included a corridor that was a little w der

t han what was covered by past cultural surveys is just to
provide flexibility in the event that the final

ri ght-of-way needs to be sited, you know, around
difficult topography or anything like that. So just

bal anci ng the practical constraints of siting a

transm ssion line with kind of what has been previously
surveyed in the area.

Q Did you coordinate with the State Hi storic
Preservation Ofice?

A (MR HAZLE) W did. W provided the SHPO with a
consultation letter that neets their requirenments of
their ACC SHPO checklist for CEC applications. That
letter included the sane information that was contai ned
in Exhibit E, plus the, what we call the Cass | research
maps, which actually show the | ocation of known cul tural
sites wwthin that one-mle study area.

So inside of the one-mle study area, there is
t he sane known ar chaeol ogical site that we di scussed in
t he previous case. Like the previous applicant, Stellar
wll avoid that site through its project design, so there
wll be no direct inpacts to that known cultural site.
And then secondly --
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CHWN STAFFORD: And that cultural site,
that's at the triangle up at the northeast, right? 1It's
where -- it's where the switchyard will be pl aced,
correct? It's in that area, if | recall in the last --
that APS i ntended to construct the switchyard to avoid
that site, specifically, that's the known site.

MR HAZLE: Yeah, APS w || endeavor to
avoi d known cultural sites. | may have inadvertently
brushed over that area with a | aser pointer, but, you
know, the |ocation of cultural sites is sonething we try
to keep under waps as much as possible. So | think
suffice it to say there is a cultural site in the
corridor and Stellar is aware of its location, and the
SHPO is aware of its |location through our consultation
letter, and Stellar will avoid that site through their
pr oj ect desi gn.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

BY MR ACKEN

Q So the next slide provides a sunmary of your
SHPO correspondence that you nentioned. The SHPO letter
can al so be -- correspondence is found sat SES-8; is that
correct?

A (MR, HAZLE) Yes.

Q Is there anything el se you want to say wth
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respect to the SHPO?

A (MR HAZLE) The SHPO in their letter -- or in
their reply did recomend that the CEC corridor be
surveyed to Uass IlIl standards. | think -- or not I
t hi nk, but, you know, this CEC will contain a condition
to have the, you know, final right-of-way be surveyed to
Class Ill standards, and, you know, as | previously
mentioned, there is a conplete section of the corridor
t hat has been previously surveyed, and certainly, the
path of |least resistance is to just site the right-of-way
wthin the area that's been previously surveyed.
Understanding that if they have to nove outside of it
wthin the corridor, the condition in the proposed CEC

woul d cover conpleting a survey on that renaining

portion.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Just | want to just confirm
a couple of things. First of all, SHPO recommended that

the portion of the CEC corridor be surveyed. That word
"recommended” does not say "require conpliance,” is that
covered in -- you lawers can tell ne whether you think
that is covered in the standard CEC conditi ons.

MR ACKEN. Menber Little, | believe it is,
' mjust looking for that. OCh, yes it is. [It's in our
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proposed Condition 7, which refers to both consultation
w th SHPO and conpleting a Cass IIl cultural inventory.
And, again, we propose to nake it clear that it's on the
final right-of-way.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay.

And one ot her confirmation, in the Table
E-4, which lists the previously recorded archaeol ogi cal
sites wwthin a mle of the project, there's several
projects that are recomended to be eligible. They're
not necessarily eligible, but they re recommended to be
eligible. And when you said that that one site that is
in the area would be avoi ded, are you al so sayi ng that
all of these other ones that are recommended to be
eligible wll be avoided al so during construction?

MR HAZLE: That's correct. So any of the
sites that have a distance listed in that right-nost
col um - -

MEMBER LI TTLE:  Uh- huh.

MR HAZLE: -- those are outside of the CEC
corridor.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay.

MR HAZLE: So --

MEMBER LI TTLE: So that distance is from
t he edge of the CEC?

MR, HAZLE: Correct, yes.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay.

MR, HAZLE: So anything outside of the CEC
corridor will automatically be avoided by virtue of not
havi ng authorization to build a |ine.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Right. GCkay. Thank you.
Oh, within one mle, okay.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you.

Q M. Hazl e, any concl udi ng thoughts regarding the
project's conpatibility for cultural resources or
anything else you' d like to say?

A (MR HAZLE) As part of the standard ASLD
ri ght-of-way application and review process for ASLD,
there is a cultural survey report that's required as part
of that process. And the SHPOw IIl review that report as
part of the ASLD right-of-way approval.

So | guess, suffice it to say, when an applicant
progresses into finalizing its right-of-way with the
ASLD, that's sort of, you know, a nobre narrow and nore
specific area that they know, like, this is where the
line is going to be, that's their actual real estate
aut hori zation to construct the line.

So it's just an inportant note where
ri ght-of-way involves ASLD, the SHPO reviews a cul tural
report as a part of that process al so.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?
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CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Just one other confirmation
question. Attachnent B-2 to the application says page 1
of the cultural resources survey -- oh, this was the
cul tural resources survey for the original CO Bar Sol ar
I nterconnection project; is that correct?

MR HAZLE: Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Sp there was not hing
there and | thought, well, it's included later. | was
conf used.

MR HAZLE: The reason | only include
page 1 is, again, on the sensitivities around disclosing
the | ocation and nature of cultural resources, and I
think my -- ny goal here was to acknow edge that a
cul tural resources survey was done as part of the
ori gi nal devel opnent and, of course, the standard for
Exhibit B is studies which have been nade or obtained in
connection with the project. So that's sort of the |ine
I ' m wal ki ng there.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

BY MR ACKEN

Q And | know you said this in the | ast case, but
for this record, is it appropriate and |awful to include
the |l ocation of cultural resources in a public forunf

A (MR, HAZLE) It is not.
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Q Thank you.

MEMBER FRENCH: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber French.

MEMBER FRENCH: Just one clarification
question, | may have mssed it. For the dass Ill survey
for the right-of-way, is that for the entirety of the
finalized right-of-way or only the portions that are on
ASLD | and?

MR HAZLE: You know, that's a good
question. | don't know that off the top of ny head. 1'd
be happy to check in with one of ny coll eagues on break
and provide you a nore definitive answer.

MEMBER FRENCH: Thank you.

MR ACKEN:. Pursuant to the condition, it's
not limted to state land. So if this Committee adopts
proposed Condition 7, it applies on private |and as well.

MEMBER FRENCH:  Thank you.

MR HAZLE: So overall, our conclusion with
respect to cultural resources is that the interconnection
project is conpatible wth cultural resources. None of
the sites outside of the CEC corridor would have indirect
effects, given that there is already transm ssion
facilities in the viewshed of those sites. And direct
effects would be avoi ded by designing the project around
t he known site.
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BY MR ACKEN
Q Thank you, M. Hazle.

M. Brasier, back to you, discuss your

eval uation of recreational resources.
A (MR BRASI ER) Sure.

As part of our |and use inventory, we | ooked for
any recreation facilities in the study area; however, no
public recreation facilities were identified. D spersed
recreation activities do occur in the study area, such as
canpi ng and hunting. The study area is also | ess than
one mle fromU S. Route 180, which is a popular route to
the Grand Canyon. Travelers commonly pull off this
hi ghway to canp and expl ore and Power Line Road provides
public access to the study area from U. S. 180.

During construction, access to work sites would
be restricted for public safety, but the interconnection
project would not interfere with existing recreation
opportunities in the study area. And the applicant does
not plan to devel op any additional public recreational
opportunities in the study area.

Q M. Hazle, let's turn to Exhibit I, noise and
communi cation interference, and descri be your anal ysis.

A (MR HAZLE) Exhibit | covers audible noise and
communi cation signal interference. So starting with
audi bl e noise, we |look at this in tw categories, first

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 224 VOLUME | 09/07/2023 120

bei ng construction noise. So in considering construction
noi se, you have to have a receptor that's, you know,
reasonably close to actually hear it. So the nearest

noi se sensitive receptor would be users of the Arizona
Trail, which again, is a distance of approximately 3 1/2
mles. 3 1/2 mles is a sufficient distance for noise to
di ssi pate. Furthernore, construction noi se would be
tenporary and would be limted primarily to daylight
hours.

As far as audi bl e noise during operations, the
primary consideration is sort of that corona discharge
crackling sound that transm ssion |lines can have. You
may be famliar with hearing that noise if you ever rode
a bi ke or wal ked under a transm ssion line. Again, you
know, we're having the benefits of co-locating with
exi sting 500kV facilities up here. And, you know, for
t hose of you that are famliar with kind of how, you
know, noise is perceived, when you add two noi se sources
of a simlar nagnitude, you do not get a doubling of the
resul tant perceived noi se.

So adding an additional transm ssion |ine here
is not going to double the anmount of corona discharge
noi se for anyone who is in that area to hear it in the
first place. That being said, corona di scharge noi se,
you know, is typically thought of as sonething you hear
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directly underneath the line or at the edge of the

ri ght-of-way, and that noise rapidly dissipates as you
nmove away. So the permanent, you know, anbient noise
condi tions would not be affected by this transni ssion
i ne.

Signal interference is unlikely, given the |ack
of stated or understood concerns about the existing 500kV
lines. Adding a new line imedi ately adjacent to those
woul d not create a new probl em where one al ready does not
exi st.

Overall, our conclusion is that the
I nterconnection project is conpatible wth the existing
noi se setting of the area.

Q Finally, M. Hazle, 1'd |like you to provide your
overal |l conclusions with respect to the project's
envi ronnental conpatibility.

A (MR HAZLE) When | ooking at the total
event -- excuse ne -- when | ooking at the total
environnent of the area, the project would have m ni na
effects to environnental resources, including biological,
| and use, cultural, and visual resources. Nor would the
project affect recreation resources or existing noise
condi ti ons.

The project is conpatible with existing and
pl anned uses, including the County's | ong-range pl anning
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docunent, the Coconi no County Conprehensive Plan. This
project already has its County entitlenents in the form
of a CUP approval, and does not require any farther --
any further discretionary permts from Coconi no County.
Being sited directly next to an existing
transm ssion corridor, it's -- it's difficult to further
mnimze the environnental inpacts of a project |ike
this. Overall, ny conclusion is that the project is
conpati ble with existing environnental resources.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you.

Thank you, M. Chairman, Conmttee, that's
all I have for this panel. W do have M. Foster
avai l able; he's on Zoom He's available nowor if you
want to take a quick break and nake sure it's working. |
woul d ask that the Stellar w tnesses remain as part of
t hat panel, but ask that the SWCA w tnesses be excused,
unl ess the Commttee has further questions for them at
this tine.

CHWN STAFFORD: Do the nenbers have any
questions for this panel ?

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | would just like to thank
them for being here and for such a concise, easily
under st andabl e presentation. Thank you.
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CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

All right. Wll, let's take a short break
SO you can get your next panel teed up. So let's take a
10-m nute -- would 10 m nutes be sufficient to get it set
up?

MR ACKEN:. | believe so. | think he's on,
so it's just a matter of confirmng that everything' s
wor ki ng and we can hear himand vice versa.

CHWN STAFFORD: (Okay. Let's take a
10- m nut e recess.

We stand in recess.

(Recessed from2:13 p.m until 2:22 p.m)

CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

M. Acken, you were going to call your
second panel, consisting of one w tness.

MR ACKEN. Thank you, Chairman. The
second panel is Stephen Foster. | do ask that the three
Stellar representatives remain sworn and part of this
panel, as well, in case there are questions that are
directed towards the applicant as part of his testinony.

CHWN STAFFORD: M. Foster, would you
prefer an oath or affirnmation?

MR FOSTER Affirmation is fine.

(St ephen Foster was duly affirmed by the
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Chai rnan.)
CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.
MR ACKEN. Before we junp into
M. Foster's testinony, | want to lay sonme initial
foundati on on our data response which has been marked for
identification as SES-7.

Q Ms. Silver, do you have SES-7 in front of you?

A (M5. SILVER) Yes.

Q And is this entitled, "1886 Sol ar Energy
Station, LLC s Response to First Set of Data Requests,"”
dat ed August 14, 20237

A (Ms. SILVER) That is correct.

Q And does STF 1.1 ask, "Were transm ssion system
i npacts for the proposed project evaluated? If so,
pl ease describe in general terns the results of the
eval uation and provide a copy of the system i npact
studies."

A (MS. SILVER) Yes.

Q And do the first two pages of that response
provide a | egal objection to the question on the grounds
that the Commttee's jurisdiction is focused on
envi ronnental conpatibility, and it is the Comm ssion's
jurisdiction to evaluate reliability?

A (MS. SILVER) Yes.

Q Wth that said, does the response to 1.1 state
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that the applicant comm ssioned a study and woul d forward
that study to Comm ssion Staff upon receipt?

A (Ms. SILVER) Yes, it does.

Q And did the applicant, in fact, do that on
August 31st?

A (MS. SILVER) Yes, we did.

Q And is that the study that you nentioned earlier
and that M. Foster will provide testinony on presently?

A (MB. SILVER) Yes.

Q |"d like to have you also take a |l ook at STF 1.2
whi ch asks a question about the -- provides a -- excuse
me, it asks, "Provide a general description of the inpact
t he proposed project will have on avail abl e transm ssi on
capacity."”

Do you see that question?

A (MB. SILVER) Yes.

Q And it's the response that the applicant states
that "The project is |ocated on the Navaj o South
transm ssi on 500kV system which the applicant
under st ands has and w || have significant avail abl e
transm ssion capacity due to recent and pl anned cl osures
of large generating resources in the Four Corners
region."”

A (MS. SILVER) Yes.

Q And the third question from Staff asks whet her
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t he proposed project will propose systemreliability, and
in that response the -- it states, "Additional

transm ssion lines that interconnect generating resources
and battery storage i nprove systemreliability by
provi di ng needed resources to serve | oad, backup power,
and storage"; is that correct?

A (MS. SILVER) Yes.

Q It further states that APS has expressed a
preference for new resources in this area, and that is
consi stent with your testinony earlier today; is that
correct?

A (Ms. SILVER) Yes, correct.

Q Thank you.

Now | would like to turn to M. Foster, and we
need to probably -- is he -- get himsworn in again?
CHWN STAFFCORD: Yes, he's been sworn.
MR ACKEN. Ckay.
/1
/1
/1
/Il
/1
/1
/1
/1
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STEPHEN FOSTER,
called as a witness on behalf of the Applicant, having
been previously affirnmed or sworn by the Chairnman to
speak the whole truth and nothing but the truth, was

exam ned and testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAMI NATI ON
BY MR ACKEN:

Q M. Foster, please state your nane, address, and
busi ness record [sic] again for the record?

A (MR FOSTER) Stephen Foster with KR Saline and
Associ ates, 160 North Pasadena, Suite 101, Mesa, Arizona
85201. | have seven years' experience in utility
consulting and power flow studies, all wthin KR Sali ne.
Education at Arizona State University --

THE REPORTER:. |'m sorry.

CHWN STAFFORD: Hold on one second, please.
The court reporter's having trouble discerning your
words. Can you try to slow down and naybe get closer to
the mc and try to speak a little nore slowy and nore
clearly?

MR FOSTER Yes. So | could start over.
So this is Stephen Foster with KR Saline and Associ ates
160 North Pasadena, Suite 101, Mesa, Arizona 85201.

' ve been with KR Saline and Associ ates for
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seven years as a utility consultant and power fl ow study
engineer. | graduated from Arizona State University wth
a bachel or degree in electrical engineering, and ny
project role was el ectrical engineering consultant, and I
was t he project manager.
BY MR ACKEN

Q So when you speak, at the beginning it cones
across very clearly, but then it starts to trail off, so
| know it nmay seem odd on your end, but try to continue
t hat begi nni ng cadence and sl ow cadence very -- and speak
preci sely throughout the answer, and | think that wll
hel p the court reporter. But thank you.

So tal k about your role in this project, what

were you asked to do?

A (MR FOSTER) | was asked by Stellar to viewthe
feasibility of this project to review the thermal and
vol tage aspects of this project connected to the Navajo
South system It was our understanding that APS was not
going to have their System I npact Study conpleted in
time, so for this litigation we were going to do a study
for themto show whether there is reliability with their
new project, and whether there would be any viol ations or
any issues to the existing electrical grid of APS, and
the rest of Arizona if this project connected to the
grid. And that's a point that we provided to Stell ar,
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t hat you guys have in hand.

Q So | know you covered it in your testinony the
ot her day, but | want to create a conplete record in both
cases, so if you would, just give a high-level overview
again of who KR Saline is, and you can abbreviate it for
t oday.

A (MR, FOSTER) Ckay.

KR Saline is utility consultants. W work a | ot
with the public power utilities, nost of which are in
Arizona. In the past, we have worked with the Arizona
Cor porate [sic] Comm ssion constructing or helping to
construct the Biennial Transm ssion Assessnent studi es.
Clients -- our current clients do include, but are not
limted to, SCIP, Stafford, Thatcher, WIIlians, and a | ot
of Arizona irrigation and electrical districts. And then
our staff, the departnent |I'ma head of, transm ssion and
distribution, help with a |lot of the electrical
engi neering needs of those smaller utilities, and al so
hel p devel opers whet her they are renewabl es, gas
generators, |oad serving or data centers, or whatever
t hey may be.

Q Thank you. Next, I'd like you to rem nd the
Conmm ttee again what a power flow study is.

A (MR FOSTER) Power flow study is review ng the
thermal and short-circuit paraneters wthin the power
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fl ow case. W get these power flow cases from WECC. W
used for this study a 2028 sumer peak heat case.
Peaki ng case is, you know, the nbst stressed case, if you
wll, for this regi on of WECC. It -- it is what our
whol e transmi ssion grid is built to serve our peaking
conditions. So we want to make sure that any additi onal
generation or | oad, whatever it may be, that's added to
our existing system does not inpact the reliability of
t he existing system

So once we've made nodifications to the case, we
t al ked about yesterday and al so for this case, adding
over 4,000 negawatts of queue on APS s Navaj o South
system and then as we di scussed yesterday as well, we
sank that power to both Palo Verde hub and CAI SO  And
this is to match the sanme net hodol ogy that APS uses in
their system i npact studies.

W' ve run through what's call ed outages, and
we' ve discussed a little bit about that yesterday, you
know, very sinplistic, just transmssion line or a
transforner outage and making sure it doesn't cause any
viol ations, and those violations are either thernmal or
vol tage, neking sure that there's not too nuch flow on
exi sting transm ssion lines, being run without it, making
sure the voltage stay within their limts. W don't want
too high a voltage, but we also don't want too | ow of

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 224 VOLUME | 09/07/2023 131

voltage. W need to keep that in its paraneters. And
then the short-circuit as well, to make sure that we're
not shorting anything out or anything along those |ines.

And this is just to keep the Arizona grid safe and

reliable.

Q So you nentioned this in your testinony
yesterday. | amshowing -- I"'mnot sure if you can see
the sane screen as we are. |'mshowng slide 8 from your
presentation -- well, 7 and 8 -- and 8 is entitl ed,

"Feasibility Study Analysis Overview," and it's a |line
diagram And if you would just, again, rem nd the
Commttee what that is.

A (MR FOSTER) So this is what the power flow
case looks like. It has buses, it has transforners.
Those squiggly white lines on the purple lines is the
transforner that changes the voltages. And then the
transm ssion lines are just the lines in between. This
is what, you know, we | ooked with -- | said yesterday
this is a very sinplistic view of data that we had on
hand. W did not want to use a WECC case, or anything
t hat m ght have sone data in it, so we would see
sonething a little nore sophisticated in this, but this
gives us just an idea of kind of the what we | ook at it
when we're doi ng power flow studi es.

Q So next I'd like you to describe the results of
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t he anal ysis you conducted for Stellar of the generator
i nterconnection for the transm ssion |ine at issue?

A (MR FOSTER) So when we did our study, we
reviewed a | ot of the sane paraneters we did for the
study that we tal ked about yesterday. Again, we found no
t hermal | oadi ng overl oads during PO conditions. As |
stated yesterday, PO conditions are when this systemis
runni ng as you'd expect, there's no outages, everything
is online. There's no violations, as we woul d he expect.

The project did not surpass the threshold of the
added ANPP fault current. W tal ked about that as well
yesterday, that has to do with the fault current -- the
fault currents at the Pal o Verde Nucl ear Power Pl ant.
It's far enough away that the contributions it had for
the limts of what they would have to contribute to.

Addi tionally, P1 overloads that were in a past
case, before we added this project, if we want to think
about the past queue that | added as being 4 gigawatts,
did have a few Pl voltage issues, though they're snal
they are present. Qur project did not create any queue
P1 vol tage issues, but they did contribute slightly to
t hose existing Pl issues. And as we tal ked about
yesterday, those would be the responsibility of past
queue and should not be the responsibility of this
project. But, again, this project would still have to be

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 224 VOLUME | 09/07/2023 133

compl eted -- conplete a System I npact Study by APS, and
it won't be final -- have the final word on what woul d
need to be added, but we found nothing that --

THE REPORTER: Found not hing that --

MR FOSTER. W also found a P voltage

I ssue --

MR ACKEN. [|'msorry.

CHW STAFFORD: Hold on -- hold on. You
need to -- how far does he need to back up?

THE REPORTER: "But we found nothing."

CHWN STAFFORD: "But we found nothing,"
then go fromthere, please.

MR FOSTER | think that's where |
di scussed that we found no i ssues on Pl outages. APS
woul d still have to do their own System | npact Study to
ensure this project does not add to any new vi ol ati ons.
But our study indicated there are none.

Last, we did find a few vol tage i ssues,
they were the sane issues that we found on the study that
we tal ked about yesterday. They are voltage i ssues at
Pi nnacl e Peak, and, |ike Navajo South system Pinnacle
Peak has many owners in it, WAPA, APS, SRP, and nore
owner shi ps at Pinnacl e Peak, so they are discussing --
they are currently discussing how they wll handl e these
vol t age i ssues.
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But, again, these are already known issues
that the utilities are finding mtigations for and our
project did not contribute nuch to the existing voltage
issue as it was. But they may be found that they wll
have to contri bute sone cost to help fix these. But the
cost should be mnimal, as it is shared costs, |like the
Pal o Verde and Hassayanpa reactors were.

CHWN STAFFORD: |'ve got a quick follow up
question here. These here are conditions as nornal
operating, can you describe what a Pl overload is?

MR FOSTER: So there's no Pl overl oad.
That's overl oads found during P1 conditions, so that
could be reworded to be a little better. But there were
overl oads that were found during P1 conditions. Pl
conditions are just sinply a transfornmer or transm ssion
i ne, you know, very sinplistic outage. W talked about
yesterday ot her high P outages being -- it's sonething
easy to think about is just an outage of a transm ssion
pole, I think as an exanple | said yesterday, to where
there could be nmultiple transm ssion |ines on one pole,
but once that pole has a contingency outage, it actually
knocks out two elenents. So it's kind of like an old N
mnus 2 situation or N mnus 1 mnus 1.

But NERC ki nd of classifies them
differently, and Pl outages is just to state that it's
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sinply a transm ssion line for a transforner.

CHWN STAFFORD: So it's |ike so one
transm ssion |ine or one transfornmer down would be a P1
condi ti on?

MR FOSTER:  Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Just wanted to get
that clarified on the record. Thank you.

MEMBER FRENCH: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber French.

MEMBER FRENCH: M. Saline [sic], | wll
caveat ny question with I amnot an el ectrical engineer
and | don't have any detail ed know edge about this topic,
but in your studies was it al so incorporated the
possibility of grid charging the battery storage system
at this facility, and were there any faults associ at ed
with that?

MR FOSTER First off, | just want to
state | 'mnot M. Saline; |I'm Stephen Foster. | work for
Ken Saline, so --

MEMBER FRENCH. My apol ogies, sir.

MR FOSTER  That's okay. |I'm not
there -- I"'mnot that -- no, we did not | ook at the
attri butes of charging for this study. Charging, we did
not ook at that, this is sinply to ook at the
generation aspects of it for discharging batteri es.
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MEMBER FRENCH. Ckay. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Quick foll owup on that,
what was the maxi num output for the plant that you
nodel ed for this, was it 500 nmegawatts or 1, 000
nmegawat t s?

MR FOSTER | believe it was 500.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Gkay. Thank you.

MR FOSTER Yes, | can confirmthat it was
500.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

BY MR ACKEN

Q And, M. Foster, is that standard practice in
the industry to nodel the generation -- the maxi num
gener ati on when you're doing a power flow anal ysis?

A (MR FOSTER) That's correct. W're always
studying for the worst-case scenari o.

Q Unl ess you have anything else, nowl'd |like you
to provide your concludi ng thoughts based on your
expertise and the anal ysis you conducted. 1'd |like you
to provide the Commttee with your professional opinion
about the safety and reliability of the proposed | arge
gener at or i nterconnecti on.

A (MR FOSTER) Yes. Thank you.

So ny professional opinion is with everything
that is being used as our paraneters for this study, |
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find no reliability issues. W talked a | ot about,
yesterday, that any additional generation right nowis
hel pful as, you know, APS and SRP are short on their
generation. And they, you know, if the plan generation
requirenents are to go forward, they need projects being
put in utilizing the existing transm ssion that's already
built benefits us as Arizona ratepayers to not build new
transmssion lines. So | do feel this project is a good
project to help them

MR. ACKEN. Thank you.

M. Foster, is available for questions.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Menber s?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: M. Acken, would you Ilike
for the Conmittee to take official notice of M. Foster's
testi nony yesterday in the other case?

MR ACKEN:. You know, Chairman, that is a
wonderful idea, | would like that. Thank you. | so
nove.

CHWN STAFFORD: G anted. The Conmittee
takes official notice of M. Foster's testinony in the
Line Siting Case 225 as well. Thank you.

MR ACKEN. Thank you. Thank you, M.
Foster. That is all we have today.

| would |like to nove ny exhibits or offer
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ny exhibits. And | would offer SES-1 through 9, SES-10
is --

CHWN STAFFCORD: Pendi ng.

MR ACKEN. -- pending.

CHWN STAFFORD: Exhibits SES-1 through 9
are adm tted.

(Exhibits SES-1 through SES-9 were admtted

i nto evidence.)

MR ACKEN. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

That's all we have for now. | guess | would ask, | don't
believe | have any followups for this Commttee for
tonorrow norning. But if I've mssed it in ny notes, if
there's sonething this Cormmttee wants us to address
tonorrow norni ng, please |let us know, so we can take that
as a honework itemand we will do so.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Just the, whatever the
structures are that are close by the substation that we
di scussed earlier. Thank you.

MR HAZLE: | can answer that now.

MR ACKEN. OCh, M. Hazle is comng back to
answer that now.

MR HAZLE: Is it an appropriate tine?

MR ACKEN: You're still under oath.
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MR HAZLE: Ckay.

We did ook into the structures that were
kind of in that carve-out of the project area south of
t he Moenkopi line. Fromaerial imgery, it appears that
that is a cell tower. The fenced area and a few snall
solar panels around it. So clearly not a residential
structure.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MR HAZLE: You' re wel cone.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

Al right. Well, M. Acken | guess now is

a good tine to recess until we conme back at 5:30 for

public coment, and we'll be back -- once that's
concl uded, we'll cone back tonorrow norning at 9:00. |
assune you'll want to |l ay sone foundation and have one

nore exhibit to admt, and then you can make your

cl osi ng.
MR. ACKEN:. Sounds like a plan. Thank you.
CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Wth that, we
stand in recess until 5:00 -- no, 5:30, when we'll have

publ i ¢ comrent.
We stand in recess.
(Recessed from 2:46 p.m until 5:30 p.m)
CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go on the record.
Now is the tinme set for public comment on Line Siting
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Application 224. Currently we have no one in person to
make comrent and no one on the phone or Zoom So we w ||

go off the record until soneone shows up to nake comment

or calls in, at which tine we'll go back on the record
and take their coments. So with that we'll go off the
record.

(Recessed from5:30 p.m until 6:01 p.m)

CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record. It is now 6:01, and there are no nenbers of the
public here in person or on the phone or Zoomto make
comment. So with that, we will recess the hearing until
tonorrow norning at 9: 00 when we resune.

Thank you. Have a good night.

We stand in recess.

(The hearing recessed at 6:02 p.m)

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

['[DOCKET NO.] ['HEARINGTYPE] 09/07/2023 141

STATE OF ARl ZONA
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE | T KNOM that the foregoing proceedi ngs were
t aken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings all done to
the best of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by me in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of
the parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in the
out cone her eof .

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethical
ations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and ACJA 7-206
)(g)(1) and (2). Dated at Phoenix, Arizona, this
day of Septenber, 2023.

oblig
(J)(1
12t h

Wi Bk

ROBI N L. B. OSTERODE, RPR
CA CSR No. 7750
AZ CR No. 50695

* * * * *

| CERTIFY that d ennie Reporting Services, LLC,
has conplied with the ethical obligations set forth in
ACJIA 7-206(J)(1)(9g) (1) through (6).

s D

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
Regi stered Reporting Firm
Arizona RRF No. R1035
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